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CHAPTER ONE 
j:i 
PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE STUDY 
,II 
' PurpOse of the Stuciy 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the importance of the 
words and phrases used in discussing~ studying, and teaching litera-
ture in Grades Nine through Twelve. . These words and phrases are com-
monly called 11li terary terms. n 
The problem was to estimate as objectively as possible the rela-
tive importance of these expressions in high-school English classes. 
The first step was a compilation of all terms used in discussions of 
' 
literature in anthologies prepared for the Twelfth Grade. 
These terms were presented by questionnaire to experienced 
. teachers of high-school English. They were asked to indicate 1'ih.ich 
expressions they considered Jtessential., 11 "desirable., 11 and 11unimpor-
tant" for an adequate understanding and appreciation of literature by 
II 
··the student of average intelligence. 
The ultimate purpose of this investigation was to report these 
teacher opinions. It is believed these results will be a valuable 
guide to teachers of 1i terature by which they may evaluate their own 
teaching eJI!Phases e 
1
11 
/ 
I 
ill 
Delimitation of the StuSr 
An obvious delimitation was the restriction of the study to lit-
- erary. terms. A literary term is any item of the technical vocabulary 
~ed in discussing literature. It includes both single 110rds and 
!i 
;phrases. I 
The terminology was limited at the upper level by excluding high-
~y technical expressions -which do not appear in high-school antholo-
gies. 
Only Twelfth-Grade anthologies were used for the compilation. 
~~ince a frequency count was not contemplated, the author assumed that 
['welfth-Grade anthologies contain all, or nearly all, literary terms 
[4uch appear in those published for Grades Nine, Ten, and Eleven. The 
seven anthologies examined include those most widely used in the 
lortheastern section of the country, thus providing a valid sampling 
Ld eliminating the chance of not including infrequently used ex-
~ressions. The anthologies were all published vd.thin the last ten 
~ears and, in most cases, within the last five years. Chapter Three 
II 
bontains a list of these books. 
II 
The examination of the anthologies was limited to material 
ritten by the edi~()rS for·-the purpose- of discussing literature • 
. chapter Three includes a more detailed discussion of procedure. 
The questionnaire requested teachers to consider only pupils of 
verage intelligence in order to prevent weighting of opinions on 
I pehalf of pupils of high or low intelligence. This restriction also 
•' 
2 
I 
il 
!/prevented consideration of pupils in specific curricula • 
.Another delimitation was imposed by the impossibility of polling 
all high-school teachers of English. A sampling method, described in 
e , Chapter Three, was used. This sample provided representation for most 
llstates with an emphasis on Massachusetts to establish a basis :for com-
parisons. 
Changing Concepts of Instruction in Literature 
A brief survey of changing concepts of the teaching of literature 
i: I 
1)during the past half' century is pertinent. Two trends are reported. 1 
I, 
Trend One 
One trend is away :from over-critical examination of literary 
types, styles, periods, and authors. The :following statements are 
witnesses of this. agreement: 
As early as 1917 Snedden1 wrote: 
To a larger extent ve :feel that literary selections ••• 
should be studied for their own sake, and should be 
used primarily as a means of enhancing interest in 
good literature, as such, rather than as cadavers in 
the study of literary anatomy. 
In 1925 Irion2 summarized the aims and methods of teaching liter-
e- l. D. Snedden. Problems of Secondary Education. Boston: Houghton 
, Mifflin Company, 1917, p. 172. 
2. T. W .H. Irion. Comprehension Di:ff'icul ties of Ninth Grade stu-
dents in the Study of Literature. Teachers College Contributions to 
Education, No. 189. New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers Col-
,lege, Columbia University, 1925, p. 4. 
ture and :found the methods " ••• too analytic in nature and destructive 
of literary appreciation." 
Seubert1 wrote in l94J.: 
It is being recognized that reading :for a purpose 
is the chief form of reading in the life of the 
general [adult] reader. He is seldom concerned 
with considerations of art or of literary types 
and is little bothered about style. 
Smit~ was able to report as a result of her participation in the 
New York Regents 1 Inquiry: 
The most notable characteristic of the present pro-
gram in literature is its wholesome emphasis upon 
the reading of literary selections themselves, and 
not upon facts about books, their authors, and the 
literary periods from which they come • 
Smith3 ·summarized her :findings by stating, "In general, there is 
II 
more breadth of emphasis in the statements of objectives ~ courses 
II 
of study obtained :from all New York schools] than was found in the 
National Survey." 
1
11. A year later Smith,4 then chai=an of the Basic 1UJns Committee o:f 
ijthe National Co'Wlcil of Teachers of English, offered as the tenth 
il 
1. E.E. Seubert. "Literature in the Secondary Curriculum." ~ 
ETIR:lish Journal, Vol. XXX (January, 194l), No. 1, p. 12 • 
. 2 •.. D.V. Smith. Evaluating Instruction in Secondary School English. 
English Monograph No. 11. Chicago: The National Co'Wlcil of Teachers 
of English, 1941, p. 251. 
3. Ibid., p. 108. 
4. D. v •. Smith, Chairman. "Basic Aims for English Instruction in 
American Schools. 11 The English Journal, Vol. :XXXI (January, 1942), fo· 1, p. 50. 
II 
4 
!I 
1,1 
Ill 
l:~sic aim :for English instruction: 
The development of social understanding through 
literature requires reading materials within the com-
prehension, the social intelligence, and the emotion-
al range of the pupils whose lives they are expected 
to in:fluenee. 
This basic aim is :further discussedl: 
Neither extreme emphasis upon techniques o:f 
reading nor absorption with literary :form can be ex-
pected to induce in the reader that aYareness o:f 
himsel:f and others, that_consciousness of human 
values, and that positive determination to play an 
active part in promoting human welfare which repre-
sent the highest good in the program in literature 
:for young people of all levels of ability. 
The Harvard report2 insisted that pupils should be led " ••• by de-
.grees toward increasing appreciation o:f the writer's :formal mastery or 
technical proficiency." The authors pointed out3 that " ••• the work of 
, the critic is difficult and controversial. It presupposes wide rea.d-
1 
ing and mature reflection. Criticism of literature in any mature 
sense is beyond the range of the secondary-school pupil." 
DeBoer4 presented twelve standards by which a language arts pro-
gram can be judged. His tenth standard asks, "Is the school expanding 
the young people's range and depth of appreciation of worthy litera-
1. Ibid., p. 50-51. 
2. T. Morrison, Acting Chairman. The Training of Secondary School 
Teachers. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1942, p. 107. 
3. IBid., p. 106. _ 
II 
4. J .J. DeBoer. nstandards :for Appraising the Language Arts Pro-
.. gram of the Secondary School. 11 The Bulletin. of the National Associa-
tion o:f Seconda.ry-School Principals, Vol. XXX (February, 1946), No. -
136, p. 43. 
5 
fture suited to many moods, interests, situations, and individual pre-
1 ferendes'? 11 In his discussion of this criterion DeBoer1 said, rrHighly 
~egimented and analytical study of literature usually results in 
~ffects quite contrary to those desired. 1! 
These effects were described in ConductLDg Experiences in 
:&:nglish:2 
Our older teaching of literature ••• '[so]pro-
longed the reflection ~pon an experienc~by the 
inclusion of unimportant detail and of all the tech-
niques by which the author conveyed his experience, 
that youngsters were bored and repelled. 
Mirrielees3 summarized these statements when she wrote: "You J 
a e preparing them [the high school pupils] to be reading adults, not 
1 s~tudents of literature." 
Trend Two 
This trend away from over-critical scrutiny of literary devices 
an\9. authors has been superseded by one concerned with experiential de-
!' 
vefl-opment of the pupil. The aim is . to prepare the high-school reader 
to become a more truly mature adult. 
This change in emphases has been well stated by Polloc~ who 
sa d: 
••• we must help our students to becOrn.e mature 
J.. Ibid., P• 44. 
2. A.M. Broening, Chairman. Conducting Experiences in English. 
Engflish Monograph No. 8, National Council of Teachers of English. New I Yor :r: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1939, p. 11. 
3 L.B Mirrielees. Teaching Composition and Literature. New York: 
Har ourt, Brace and Company, 1943, p. 337. 
4 T.C. Pollock. !~English for Maturity." The English Journal, 
Vol XXXVIII (February, 1949), No. 2, p. 72. 
,, 
I. 
6 
through the reading of literature. If language is 
the central tool which a man must learn to use if' 
he is to be civilizeds literature is the supreme 
civilizing agency ••• The great reservoir of litera-
ture is, nevertheless$ still between the covers of 
books, and our students need to read many books 
which will push back the curtains of ignorance$ 
let them experience the thoughts and pleasures and 
pains of other people, and give them insight into 
the perennial problems of humanity which lie behind 
the eyes of men and women. 
~h s, hel said, is wisdom$ but u ••• folly comes easily when we forget 
th~se central tasks and overemphasize some other point, no matter how 
tr !le or important. 11 
Mirrielees2 made the same points when she said: 
The secret of success still lies, as it bas always 
lain, in the teacher's conception of literature as 
a part of the long record of man's hopes~ and fears, 
and struggles, of his successes or of his failures 
in overcoming physical difficulties and in building 
up a social framework in which he can live. 
again when she3 said: 
All the literature of the past which is vital to 
high-school boys and girls is vital because it 
throws light upon human relationships and human 
struggles. 
• T.C. Pollock. ttyrisdom and Folly in the Teaching of English.u 
Th:l Endish Journal, Vol. XXXVII (February, 1948), No. 2, p. 74. 
~. L.B. Mirrielees. Q£• cit., P• 333. 
~. Ibid., P• 336. 
7 
~\I 
Carlsenl offered four principles enabling the teacher to under-
stand the part literature plays LTl securing emotional maturity . ·.r-or, 
1upils. Carlsen summed up his argument -.i th the statement, 2 "To me, 
lc ur unique function in the curriculum as teachers of literature is to 
lrelp students discover ••• enjoyment and value in living, for literature 
II lils the only subject that deals directly 'With the discovery of the rich-
11 
n~ss of life." 
.An Experience Curriculum in English3 stated that, ttTI:te author's 
sJnsory and social experience, his imaginings, and his feelings are 
iat he has tried to put into his writing, and they are .mat the read-
ei, 'Wishes to get.n The monograph4 goes on to say, uThe intrinsic worth 
o such experiences is the only valid reason for the reading of litera-
t 'I It . e. 
Three quotations from Conducting Experiences in English5 also 
express this relationship between literature and experience: 
\\I 
I,. G.R. Garlsen. 11Literature and Emotional Maturity.« The English Jo~nal, Vol •. XXXVIII (March, l949), No. 3, p. l30-l38. 
1
2. Ibid., p. l34. 
3.. W.W. Hatfield, Chairman. .An Experience Curriculum in English. 
English Monograph No. 4, National Council of Teachers of English. New 
Yo'k: D. Appleton-Century Company, l935, p. l7. 
4. Ibid., p. l7. 
5. A.M. Broening. Op. cit. 
8 
II II 
Since literature is the 'lasting expression 
in words of the meaning of life, 1 teaching liter-
ature implies bringing to the attention of the 
reader the factors in his experience essential to 1 re-creating the experience conmmnicated by the writer. 
The reader's ow.n experience is the key to lit-
erary appreciation. He takes as much of a book as 
he can, rewriting it, as it were, in the imagery of 
his own experience. 2 
Literary critics and great teachers of litera-
ture have long been agreed that literature is the 
embodiment of experience and that the function of 
reading literature is to broaden the reader's ex-
perience.3 
Although Mi.les4 directed his article to the Ninth-Grade course in 
literature, "What he wrote appears to be applicable in some measure to 
all years of the secondary school: 
· .. 'The teacher with eyes in his head has ctlscovered 
that among healthy, active boys and girls little 
interest can be developed in the analysis of even 
the most finished product of literary art. With 
them form responds to no inner urge •••• In a word, 
the trend in arranging pupil activities in the 
ninth year is to direct their attention to the ex-
perience recorded in books rather than to the artis-
tic skill e:x:hibi ted by the author. 
Anderson5 listed ten objectives of courses in reading and litera-
ture in Instruction in English in the University High School. The 
1. Ibid., P· a.: ·. 
2. Ibid., p. 4. 
3. Ibid., P• 11. 
4. D. Miles. "The Changing Curriculum in Freshman Literature.·" 
The English Journal, Vol. XXIX (June, 1940), No. 6, P• 451-452. 
5. H • .A. Anderson, Chairman. Instruction in English in the Univer-
sity High School. Publications of the Laboratory Schools of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, No. 9. Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1941, 
p. 8-9. 
9 
·\ 
II 
!I 
:f'irst objective, quoted here, is broad enough to include the other 
\line: 
Jum 
I 
Extension of experience: geographically, his-
torically, socially, intellectually, emotionally, 
and morally. 
Two recent publications of the Commission on the English Curricu-
of the National Council of Teachers of English deserve quotation. 
In a preliminary statement of platforml the Cbmmission said: 
The imaginative and emotional quality of litera-
ture gives it a power in the lives of. children and 
young people •••• It is ours to select and bring 
[literature] to _bear upon the ideas and the loyal-
ties to which the young people of today should be 
exposed. 
In its 11Communication No. 7"2 the Curriculum Commission stated: 
Through literature young people have access 
to the spiritual experience of the race.. The 
schools have a unique opportunity to pres,ent lit-
erature in such a way as to develop a personal 
sense of values and to promote dynamic _and worth-
While allegiances to ideas and ideals, to friends, 
home, church, and community, and to the principles 
of democracy in the United States and throughout 
the world. 
NeEd for the Study 
l If we accept the opinions stated by the writers cited in the pre-vi1 s sec-tion, it is pOssible to list specilic nee~ -.bich this study 
I 
]L. D.V. Smith, Director • .An Initial Statement of Platform for the 
Cur:hculum Commission of the National Council of Teachers of English. 
Mimyographed bulletin, Curriculum Commission, Nationa],. Council of 
Tea~hers of English, undated, P• 4. 
2. D.V. Smi~, Director. .An Outline of the Desirable Outcomes and 
Exp~riences in the Language Arts Which Will Be Illustrated in the Cur-
ric~um Study of the National Council of Teachers of English. Communi-
cat:ibn No. 7, Curriculum Commission, National Council of Teachers of 
10 
\I 
:may serve: 
II 
1\ l. This study offers a partial solution to the question, 11How 
~y literary expressions are needed to impart elementary apprecia-
~ions of literature to high-school pupils of average intelligence?" 
~ 2. This study may provide teachers of literature vri.th a basis 
I 
·or comparing their evaluations of literary terms with those of fellow 
~achers. 
~~ 3. This study may be used to prepare a glossary or handbook of 
1~ terary terms for the high-school pupil comparable to that -written by 
I · 1 T ·rall and Hibbard for the advanced student. 
4. This study may be valuable for those preparing courses of 
s udy. 
\ 5. This study may guide 
I 
authors of textbooks and tests in using 
o'~y essential terminology. 
II 
I\ 6. 
I, ,, 
This study may serve as a basis for future research. In-
qt(:7.ries are needed: to determine how essential literary terminology 
i.J\\ in the life of the average adult; to determine optimum grade levels 
~o~ teaching the terms; .to determine degree o~ comprehension of the 
exrressions needed at various grade levels; to determine amount of 
li~erary criticism to be expected of college preparatory, commercial, 
te~cal, and general course pupils; and to determine best methods of 
~Jclii.ng this vocabulary o£ literature. 
En@lish, undated, p. 1. IJ.. W.F. Thrall and A. Hibbard. A Handbook to Literature. New 
Yoi\k:: The Odyssey Press, 1936. 
11 
l\ 
II 
1\ 
~ 
CHAPTER ~0 · 
RELATED VOCABULARY INVESTIGATIONS 
Scope o:f the Chapter 
J
. . . Since there is . a general pattern :followed ·by most vocabulary in-
estigations the first section o:f this chapter describes common pro-
\\ ' 
c~dures. The second section reviews several vocabulary studies. 
\I 
:\ 
Pnocedures Used in Word Studies 
1\ 
i\ 
\1 Kinds. Word studies may be conveniently grouped as "general" and, 
""lrchnical. 11 The groups di:ffer in scope of the investigation. A gen-
e~ word list includes the most common words in a language. It aids 
t~book authors and teachers with vocabulary problems of pupils, es-
11 pepially those below high-school grades. Buckingham and Dolch1 wrote 
in their published word list for Grades One through Eight: 
One of the major problems of the school is that 
o:f adapting teaching materials to the learner. 
A large part of this problem is the choosing for 
schoolbooks of a vocabulary which is within the 
word knowledge of the pupils who are studying the 
books. 
l. B.R. Buckingham· and E.W. Dolch. A Combined Word List. 
Gut_ and Company, 1936, p$ 3. 
12 
Boston: 
I 
/ 
A special word list includes only the intensive or core vocabulary 
~~ a particular area such as bookkeeping, arithmetic, or history~ Ob-
l1~ously this kind of list is most applicable to specialized subjects 
•• r ~ginning in the junior high school. 
• 
Sources. The purpose of the researcher determines the sources. 
H~ must sample a universe of literature to obtain a general word list. +' s1 basic writing vocabulary list o£ 10,000 words eame fl'0111 an 
a~ysis of personal and business letters of adults. To obtain a tech-j~al vocabulary one samples textbooks in the particular subject-matter f~~ld. The next ~te'cj;i,on describes studies using this method. Other 
4estigations sample pa.riodical literature to obtain a vord list neo-
. e ll_ary· for successful reading of those sources. Lawrence2 used the 
butiness articles in Time and .. Saturdq .Evening Post £or his study. 
MOje than one source may be used. Sulli~ chose words for her 
i lrial test of qualifications of prospective teachers by exsmln;ng 
·til . 
· • E. Horn. A Basic Writing Vocabulary. University of Iowa Mono-
gr 11 hs in Education, No. 4. . Iow. City: College of Education, Univer-
sitr of Iowa, 1926. 
2. A.J. Lawrence. A Vocabulary of Business and Economic Terms of 
Pop-bJ..ar Usage. Bulletin of. the Bureau of School Service, College of 
Edu~ation, University of Kentucky, Vol. XVII (March, 1945), No. 3. 
Lexington, Kentucky: University of Kentucky, 1945. 
. j. H. B. Sullivan. A New Means of Appraising the Qualifications of' 
Pro$pective Teachers. Unpublished Ed.D. Thesis. Graduate School of 
Education, Harvard University, 1944 • 
II! 
13 
textbooks, studying technical lists, and interviewing teachers. 
I 
Frequency Study. A word-frequency study is generally part of 
vocabulary research. Goodl defined this as: 
.An examination of a text or texts to determine 
the occurrence and the frequency of occurrence of 
the words employed, as a means of determining words 
to be taught. 
As the definition suggests, this is one measure for determining the 
importance of items in the final list. The assumption is that there 
is a high negative correlation between the difficulty of a word and its 
, frequency of use in literature. 
I ! Uhit of Entry. Early investigations concerned themselves with 
words alone. Later, phrases were added. Especially in technical 
vocabularies phrases are important because they stand for ideas which 
sometimes can not be inferred from the separate words. I 
The purpose of tkff list determines the unit of entry. If the lis~ 
is to be used for spelling, the investigator ought to include every 
form of every word encountered because derivatives may be more ~iffi-
cult to spell than root words. Otherwise the lexical unit is used. 
Fitz~erald2 wrote in his research report: 
II 
0 
Since plurals, superlatives, different forms of the 
same verb, do not add to the value of this study, 
they are not counted separately, but under the root 11, 
1. c.v. Good. Dictionary of Education. New York: McGraw-Hill 
Company, Inc., 1945, P• 394. 
I 
z. R.E •. Fitzgerald. A Word-Frequency Study and Glossary of Terms 
Peculiar to Teaching 1~thodology in High-School Bookkeeping. unpub-
lished Ed.M. Service Paper. School of Education, Boston D.niversity, 
ill 1948, P• 22. 
fi • 
II 
II 
14 
words •••• The purpose of this frequency count is 
not to discover different forms of the same words 
and terms, ·but to discover thos.e words and terms 
which are peculiar to teaching methodology in high-
school bookkeeping. 
Final List~ To gain validity general word lists, in particular, 
• < {1:-e sometimes combinations of old and new compilations. The Bucking-
. jt:-Doleh1 word list is a combination of a study made qy the authors 
ten other lists. Since there are relatively few technical word 
lists in a particular subject, most are not combined with previous o~es. 
Criteria. The initial list containing all words and phrases en-
c untered is extensive. A general word list retains them all, listing 
II 
t Item alphabetically with their frequencies or alphabetically within 
f bquency ranges. High-frequency words are thus the more important 
!1 . 
ot.es, and frequency is one criterion of a word 1 s usefulness. 
If the purpose is to present a core vocabulary, especially in a 
It 
te '' hnical word 
II 
II du~e the list • 
. I 
study, the frequency of occurrence might be used to re-
Words of high frequency only would be retained. 
Another criterion for judging difficulty or usefulness of items 
is the judgments of experts (jury technique) as used by Moulton.2 
1ther involves a :frequency count of the expressions in adult litera-
1. B.R. Buckingham and E.W. Dolch. QE. cit. 
12. P.M. Moulton. A Word Freguency: Study and Definition of Terms 
in trYoewriti~ Methodology •. Unpublished Ed.M •. Thesis. School of Ed-
ucaltion, Boston University, 1948. 
• 
'I 
~ure ~th results being compared with those of the original count. 
Some investigators prefer to validate their lists against a gen-
,\ 1 ~ra word list. Drakel compiled his algebra vocabulary from two alge-
ra textbooks. He wrote: 
I 'i 
! 
The validation ••• againEt a general word list such 
as Thorndike 1 s has serious limitations. Many of the 
technical words of algebra have a different conno-
tation in a general vocabulary •••• The technical 
words which do not possess this duality of meaning 
and which are rated in Thorndike 1 s general word 
list, all have very high ratings. Since the size 
of this rating is inversely proportional to the 
frequency of usage, it can be concluded that this 
technical vocabulary of algebra is of little impor-
tance in general reading as measured in terms of 
Thorndike 1 s word list. 
Re~iews of Technical Word Studies. 
11 With the exception o£ i;hai; made by Cole,_2 the writer found no 
st1dy in the field of literary vocabulary. Several others, however, 
are similar to the present study. 
Fitzgerald3 made a word-frequency study of bookkeeping terms and 
the~ prepared definitions for them. 983 words and phrases were ob-
tail ed :from all available methods textbooks and magazine articles in 
the field of bookkeeping. 300,570 running words were examined. Most 
def'nitions came from a standard dictionary and from a previously 
pub ished but limi'l:;ed glossary of bookkeeping terms. The author built 
1. R.M. Drake. 11 The Effect of Teaching the Vocabulary of Algebra.n 
Jo~al of Educational Research, Vol. XXXIII (April, 1940) No. 8, p.602. 
2.1 L. Cole. The Teacher 1 s Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. Bloom-
ingt~n, Illinois: Public School Publishing Company, 1940. 
3. R.E. Fitzgerald. .2£• cit. 
16 
his own definitions only when no others were available. The re sul t;tng 
glossary indicates the frequency of occurrence of each term. Justifi-
cation for the study lay in the fact that there was no previous 
e attempt to standardize the terminology of bookkeeping through a fre-
quency count. Fitzgerald also pointed out that a great deal of con.fu.-
sion exists with regard to bookkeeping terms and their definitions. 
Johnson-Bergl performed much the same work in the field of short-
hand. The investigator limited his frequency count to terms used in 
teaching Gregg shorthand. He examined textbooks published in the pre-
ceding ten years and magazine articles in the preceding five years. 
He compiled a list of 79$ different terms obtained from a total of 
206,423 running words. The author then wrote definitions for the 
tenns. Sixteen juries of three shorthand teachers each judged the 
definitions and made necessary corrections. The glossary contains the 
terms, their frequencies, and definitions. Johnson-Berg considered 
his study an aid to both teachers and pupils since it eliminated con-
fusion of terms. He wrote2 that there existed a need for standardiza-
tion of vocabulary which would 11 ••• (1) eliminate duplication of 
:courses, (2) provide greater achievement for the students, and (3) 
provide a basic terminology that could be used qy teachers and 
authors." 
1. J .R._ Johnson-Berg._ A Word Frequency study and Glossary of :cerm. 
Peculiar to Gregg Shorthand Teaching Methodology. Unpublished E9- .M=: 
Thesis. School Qf,Education, Boston University, 194$. .. 
2. Ibid. ' p. $. 
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Moulton1 also conducted a word-frequency study and prepared a 
gl0:ssary. . Her particular field was typewriting terminology. She ex-
~ed typewriting methods; books, pupil textbooks, and periodical 
4IJ 1i~erature to obtain a total o£ 510,801 running vords. It is noted 
t 1 t this is approxilnately 200,000 words greater than that obtained in 
Fi zgerald' s count and 300,000 greater than that in Johnson-Berg's. 
Wi~~~h reference to optimum number of ~1nning words Moulton2 stated, "In 
" . II 3 
a ~revious word study of aviation terms, Mr. Loui~~A., .Leslie, ExecutivE 
I~ I Se retary to the President, The Gregg Publishing Company, made the fo1· 
lo ing statement in regard to the number of running words: 
I should say offhand that nothing less than 200,000 
words of running material would give any kind of 
validity and that actually you should have more like I < 500,000 running words. 0 
Tl: e final list has 1,200 words and phrases. Only 1,142 are defined, 
a~ self-evident words were not defined. The jury technique provided 
f.iha.l judgment on relationship of the expressions to typewriting and 
o~ accuracy o£ the definitions. A separate section o£ the glossary l~sts parts of the typewriter and their functions. The investigator 
j~stified her work on the following grounds: expansion of typewriting 
vf"a~, inadequacy o£ some dictionary definitions when applied to 
~~ ll. P.M. Moulton. .QE. cit. 
2. Ibid., p. ~47 •... 
3. V.J. Ribaudo. A Word Study o:f Correspondence in a Selected 
A1 ation Concern for the Purpose of Determining a Gregg Shorthand 
Vbcabula.ry. to Aid in Specialized. Secr.etarial Training.. Unpublished 
:Ed..M. Thesis •. School of Education, Boston University, 1947. 
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t,h //s field, and increasing popularity of typewriting as a school sub-
je~t. 
lllawrencel made 
I an~ economic terms 
a similar frequency count to determine the business 
used in articles on business in popular, non-tech-
nipal periodicals. No textbooks were used in the count. A total of 
I 55~~ 1 000 running words in~ and Saturday Evening Post were examined. 
Re~ults are in two lists -- one of 1,483 words and one of 3,150 
II p~ases. Roth lists include frequencies obtained in this study and in 
Lo~ge's magazine count. Lawrence stated that while the two lists are 
naf complete, he believed they do represent a minimum vocabulary £or 
r!ding economic and business literature. A more extensive count 
wirld have resulted in a £ew new terms and changed £requencies. He2 
wift on to say, however, uThe number of times a word or collocation 
o1lurrea is not necessarily a valid measure o£ its importance. If r1~ding is to be meaning£ul, even those terms o£ relatively low fre-
q~,ency of occurrence must be lmown. n lawrence reconnnended that the 
'I i1 1· st be used by authors of texbbooks, lbJy tho'se responsible for select-
Ill l/g texbbooks, by teachers to check on their 0'\'Vll and commercial tests, 
1! a&d by :t;hose constructing courses of study. 
Stephenson3 made a frequency study to obtain the technical vocab-
u ary of civics. Sixty high-school teachers, college seniors, and 
J 
1. A.J. lawrence. .21?.• cit. 
2. Ibid., P• 53. 
3. o.w. Stephenson. 11 The Special Vocabulary of Civics. 11 Journal 
,f Educational Research, Vol. XVIII (November, 1928), No. 4, 
IP• 297-304. 
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1 gr~uate students assisted him. The workers listed all c~VJ.cs termin-llol~gy in ten civics textbooks used extensively throughout the United 
1 
S tes. Next they selected twenty words at random f'rom the list and 
1
1 ca~ef'ully recounted their occurrence. Adjustments vere made when com-
pa~ison of' results indicated the original count was about fourteen per I ij . 
I' c~pt too low. The final list arbitrarily groups words according to 
I filquencies of occurrenceo Of this list Stephenaon1 wrote: 
I 
.. . we do not claim that the number of times a 
word or expression appeared is an exact measure 
1 of' its importance either in the subject of' civics 
I or in the vocabularies of the pupils. It seems, 
hovever, that same such grouping as has been made 
should be a rough measure of the importance of' a 
word or expression in intelligent reading. 
H: Is purposes were: (l) to obtain a vocabulary list to e:ril..arge_pupil 
Il/lcabularies in his social studies classes and (2) to aid pupils in . ersta.nding their assignments ana2 11 •• .more fully to appreciate 
d 
n~wspaper 
I! 
and magazine material having to do with topics discussed in 
t~e regular course of' their work." 
I 
stephenson 3 wrote further: 
It is almost axiomatic that a definite vocab-
ulary outcome is desirable in the teaching of any 
subject, and especially is this:true when a subject 
has a vocabulary more or less peculiar to it. 
Schroeder4 prepared An Index to High School Journalism. This 
1. Ibid.' p. 299. 
2. Ibid., p. '297 .• 
3 • Ibid. ' p. 297. 
4.. V.H. Schroeder. An Index to High School Journalism. Unpub-
1 ished Ed.M. Service Paper. School of Education, Boston University, 
:t948. 
!I 
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~.t P,p.y had two purposes: (l) to provide teachers and pupils of' journal-
is ~ with a functional handbook of' terms used in journalism and (2) to 
I t· · 1· t· t 1 d · · · t· an1:er ques ~ons on Journa ~s ~c s y e an usage ar~s~ng xrr connec ~on 
WJ.bu .. 
1 
ma.sdcheonol
0 
nf'revervqspueanpecyrsc.oun.Tthe. author obtained her terms from textbooks 
She prepared definitions for the terms. 
Th~ second pari of the report contains a discussion of newswriting 
fa[lts which, she said,. are connnon to all poor composition. The re-
po k should be an excellent supplement to textbooks and reference 
bJ ks used in a journalism class. 
Colel published The Teacher's Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. 
Tjts lists the words and expressions which the author believes are the 
essential elementary ideas of thirteen school subjects. The author 
II . 
c·ted three steps common to research in vocabulary lists: (l)_examin-
a-t:!Ln of from five to twenty books with a frequency count being made, 
(') judgment of list by experts, (3) judgment of list against criterion 
II · 
o I social usefulness. Each step results in loss of words from the 
o ':iginal :J_ist; the remaining words oonstit:ute the essential words of 
t1 1~ spe_cial vocabulary. For her list of literature words Cole obtained 
:1 original list of 2,000 words. Only a few phrases were included. 
I :rr final list, having passed through the three steps already :roontioneo :.-
c0ntained 307 expressions of which twenty-five were also in the com-
'
·& t W p si·hion list. Of rare terms ignored by her lists, the author 
1. L. Cole • .2£• cit. 
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wrte that interested pupils would take advanced courses in which they 
wo.&id enlarge their vocabularies. In justifying her work Gole1 wrote; 
1 
nslle teachers seem to have the naive idea that 'words' are of little 
1 
si~nificance, and that only 'ideas• are important. However, a list of 
thi essential words in a subject is substantially a list of the out-f -
st baing elementary ideas which must be mastered for the understanding 
! 
li 
subject matter." She2 went on to say: 
If teachers will recognize this psychological rela-
tionship between words and ideas, they will be able 
to improve to a considerable degree the ability of 
their students to think, because they will have fur-
nished their pupils with the raw materials by means 
of which thinking is done-and without which thinking is, 
if not impossible, certainly clumsy and inaccurate. 
Nassise3 counted the occurrence of numbers and mathematical terms 
it the October, 1948, issues of eight popular periodicals. He found 
tl at integers, decimals, fractions and Raman numerals were found most 
c~mil.y in the order given. He concluded that greater school empba-
s is should be given numerals 0-9999; fractions with denominators of 2, 
/1 -
I 3 I 4, 8, 16, and 32; decimals of one and two places; and that there is 
Ill ttle need for Roman numerals other than urn and "II." Nassise also I 
!I 
f~und an abundance of mathematical terms used in the magazines and 
II 
provides a detailed list of these with specific recommendationsfor 
vocabulary outcomes of mathematical courses. 
1. Ibid., p. 1. 
2. Ibid.' p. 1. 
3. P. Nassise. Mathematical Terms 
Heriodicals. Unpublished A.M. Thesis. 
sity, 1949. 
and Numbers in Selected Current 
Graduate School, Boston Univer-
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CHAPTER THREE 
METHOD OF INVESTIGATION 
~ope of the Chapter 
The chapter presents the procedures used in this study. Separate 
s !'eps are explained chronologically. 
FLmillB.tion of Anthologies j Because an investigation revealed no available complete list of 
iterary expressions, the first step preliminary to building the ques-
ionnaire was to compile this list. 
At first it seemed that anthologie~ of literature prepared for 
dgh-school use might contain sufficiently complete glossaries. Ex-
1 
~ination of a number of these proved, however, that authors tend to 
11 ~elude only more difficult terms. 
The writer then decided to compile the list from explanatory 
material in several anthologies. Only Twelfth-grade books were used 
on the assumption that these contain all or nearly all expressions 
~tit appearing in texts prepared for lower high-school grades. 
· Salesmen representing leading school-text publishers indicated 
which anthologies are in greatest popular use in New England high 
.schools .. This list was checked through a survey of English teachers 
··--·-
II 
I 
~t,rnding a graduate classl at Boston Uriiversityand was found to be 
adE qua.te. 
The following seven books were chosen: 
(1) .Ansorge, Elizabeth F.; Harriet M. Lucas; 
Raymond F. McCoy, and Donald MacLean 
Tower; Editors. ·Prose and Poetry of 
England. Syracuse, New York: The L.W'. 
Singer Company, 1943. 882 P• 
(2) Collette, Elizabeth; Tom Peete Cross; 
Elmer c. Stauffer; and J.N. Hook; 
, Editors. Writers in England. Boston: 
Ginn and Company~ 1949. 574 P• 
(3) Cook, Luella B.; Walter Loban; Ruth M. Stauf-
fer; and Oscar Campbell; Editors. The 
World Through Literature. New York-:--
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1949. 
(4) Cross, E. A. and Helen Fern Daringer, 
Editors. Heritage of British Literature. 
Boston: The Macmillan Company, 1945. 740 P• 
(5) Inglis, Rewey B.; Alice c. Cooper; Celia 
Oppenheimer; and William Rose Benet; 
Editors. Adventures in English Literature. 
New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
1946. 775 P• 
(6) Miles, Dudley, and Robert c. Pooley, 
Editors. Literature and Life in England. 
Chicago: Scott, Foresman and Company, 
1948. 822 P• 
(7) Weeks, Ruth M.; Rollo L. Lyman; and Howard 
c. Hill; Editors. English Literature. 
Boston: Cl~rles Scribner's Sons, 1947. 
876 P• 
11. nimprovement of Instruction in English, tt Sunnner Ses~ion,. 
1949, School of Education, Boston Dniversity. 
!I r . 
24 
H 
II 
T ese books were all published within the last ten years; none has a 
c:>pyright date earlier than 1943. 
Only explanatory material written by the authors was examined. 
Words and phrases listed are those used to discuss literature. Ex-
c~uded were names of authors, pieces of literature, and literary per-
ilods. 
I In general the root word was the unit used. Under the root word 
I 
• ere counted the derived forms such as plurals, comparatives, superla-
lives, negatives, and different forms of the same verb unless such 
ords themselves are terms peculiar to the study of literature. 
Certain adjectives were counted under the noun form. Thus, bio-
7r~hical was.listed under biography. Members of phrases were entered 
separately unless the phrases themselves carry a meaning not conveyed 
fbY the individual words. Thus, romantic literature v-1as broken into 
the member words, but border ballad was carried as a phrase. 
The examination produced a list of over 900 words and phrases. 
Pruning eliminated nearly duplicate expressions, phrases having no 
special meaning in themselves, a few obviously esoteric terms, and 
those having definitions applicable to both literature and other 
fields. A final list of 706 expressions resulted. 
The list was then compared with Cole 1 s.1 As stated in Chapter 
1. L. Cole. The Teacher 1 s Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. 
Bloomington, Illinois:. Pub~ic School Publishing Company, 1940. 
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Ti-ro, her list contains 307 expressions. This vocabulary retains only 
II 3~)3 of' them, however. Cole listed both "anonymous" and "anon;" the 
plesent list uses only the f'ormer. Also omitted are 11 orthodox11 and 
"~uphemism, 11 words not encountered in the anthologies despite Cole 1 s 
I~ting, and "charm," the adjective. Her 11historical11 and "witty" are 
c bed here under the noun f'orm. 
The great dif'f'erence in length between the two lists results 
~om application of' various criteria to reduce Cole's original 2,000 
erms to the f'inal total of' 307 terms. Chapter Two descr :ibes these 
//riteria. Chapter Four f'urther compares the two studies. 
II 
Freparation of' Questionnaire 
For efficiency the total list was arranged into eleven sections. 
~sing the split-half method, except where it seemed advisable to ~lace certain terms together, the writer then divided the original 
I 
~ist into two, each with eleven sections. These became Forms A and B 
li 
t>f' the questionnaire. Copies of both are attached as Exhibits A and 
'i L in the Appendix. Table I shows the number of' items in each section 
of' both Forms A and B. 
~ I , i aRead: Of 706 terms in original list, 361 appear in Form A aDd 45 in Form B; of 361 terms in Form A, 56· appear under Types of Prose; tc. 
" 
II 
The questionnaire requested information about the teacher respon~ 
• ilng. For identification he was asked his name, school at which 
~eaching, and school address. Each was asked to indicate number of 
years of teaching English and what subjects he was currently teaching 
in each of Grades Nine through Twelve. Thus it was possible to elim-
inate all but experienced teachers who currently teach English. The 
'third area of information concerned undergraduate and graduate pre-
pa1~tion. The purpose was to determine whether or not there would be 
a c ~~fference of opinion between teachers of Liberal Arts backgrounds 
I 
I 
anc, those of School of Education or Teachers College backgrounds. As 
I' I 
e]~ained later, this information was not used. 
The original directions requested that each term be checked as 
"e 
11
sential n 11desirable, 11 or "unimportant" for the average pupiL 
Grjduate ~ undergraduate students in the field of English teaching 
at/ Boston University objected to the use of "average pupil" during a 
tr··al, run of the questionnaire. The final form, therefore, asked 
on "classroom experience with pupils 
o /average intelligence." Definitions of the three opinions were 
i o~fered: 
II 
li i! 
ESSENTIAL - The term is absolutely essential 
to the vocabulary of the pupil of 
average intelligence if he is to 
understand and appreciate litera-
ture. 
DESIRABLE - The term is a desirable part of 
the vocabulary of the pupil of 
average intelligence. It contri-
butes to the knowledge and appre-
ciation of literature but it is 
not essential. 
UNJMPORTANT - The term is unimportant to the 
literary vocabulary of the high-
school pupil of average intelli-
gence. 
A cover letter accompanied each questionnaire. This explained 
he purpose of the survey and requested the recipient's aid. A 
·'2 8 
.. 
111 
II 
co "17 is attached as Exhibit G in the Appendix. 
I Srut'pling of Teacher Population 
I 
A sampling method was used to poll high-school English teachers. 
Pe tman1 describes this procedure: 
If there is available an alphabetical list-
ing of the names of persons whose attributes or 
behavior is to constitute a universe to be studied 
by sampling methods, then each ,!th case (5th, lOth, 
20th, etc. depending on the size of sample desired 
in relation to the size of the finite population) 
can be drawn, and the sample will yield a result 
fairly comparable to that obtained with a table of 
random numbers. 
Si ,1ce there is no available list of English teachers, questionnaires 
we'r-e sent to heads of English departments in high schools in a sampling 
of cities and towns. 
Every tenth city or town, other than those in Massachusetts, was 
chosen from a list of 2,042 municipalities given by Ridley.2 The re-
Jl ' slit was a list of 189 cities and towns ranging in population from 
61~,000 to 5,000, according to 1940 census returns. They are located 
i~ 41 states. 
I 
In addition, the Educational Directorz3 provided a list of 258 
11. J .G. Peatman. Descriptive and Sampling Statistics~ New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1947, p. 296. 
' 2. G .E. Ridley and 0 .F. No1 ting, editors. IT Table IV. Governmental 
lwld Economic Data for the 1,077 Cities Over 10,000 Population: 1949, 11 
p 51-70, and ttTab1e V. Governmental Data for the 965 Urban Places of 
5 000 to 10,000 Population: 1949," p. 71-87, The Municipal Year Book, 
~~· Chicago: The International City Managers' Association, 1949. 
3. Department of Education. Educational Directory, 1949. Boston: 
epartment of Education, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1949. 
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I 
~gh schools in Massachusetts. Heads of English departments or 'indi-
vi~~ual English teachers in each one received the questionnaire. All 
o these schools were asked to participate to provide a basis for cam-
p risons between that state and the rest of the nation. 
Thus 189 copies of the questionnaire were sent outside Massachu-
1 
s 'tts and 258 in that state, giving a total of 447 mailed out. The 
l! 
s i?lit-half method determined which form each would be sent. 
A follow-up postal card was sent to those not returning the 
q/1 estionnaire. This procedure accounted .for only twenty of the re-
p ies received. 
J Table II shows number of replies for both l1assachusetts and the lltest of the country. It is generally agreed that the longer the 
4 estionnaire, the smaller will be the returns. A return of 4]..38% 
~l assumed a fair one when one considers the length of the present 
1 mvey forms. 
TABLE II 
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RETURNSS. 
l~j./1================================ 
/:: Source 
II Massachusetts 
Rest of the u. S. 
TOTALS 
PERCENTS 
Replies 
Received 
89 (34.49%) 
96 (50.79%) 
185 
4l.3S% 
No Replies Sent 
Received out 
169 (65.50%) 258 
93 (49.20%) 189 
262 447 
58.61% 
,a.Read: Of 447 sUrvey forms sent out, 185 or 41..38% were returned 
and 262, 58.61%, were not; of 258 sent Massachusetts teachers, 89 or 1 
34.49% were returned; etc. 
!! 
I 
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As the foregoing table shows, there was a larger percent of re-
p~!es received from outside Massachusetts than the percent of replies I 
r< ~eiv'ed :from ihe.t state. It is possible tbe.t the large llllJllber of g1/~L· uate schools in Massachusetts, each with its large number of ed-
ull tione.l surveys, makes it necessary for teachers in that state to r&-
tl~n only a portion of the questionnaires they receive. 
Of the total replies received, eight were not usable. One reason 
~ s incomplete answers to preliminary information leaving in doubt the 
eLerience of the teacher. Another reason was failure to evaluate all 
I t~e terms The return was used, however, if not more than a small per-
1 . 
c lintage was ami tted.. Thus 177 usable replies were considered in the 
e// aluation. Table TII shows the number of these returns for both 
F0rmsA and B. It also indicates source of reply. 
,, 
1! 
II 
,; 
il 
1! 
TABLE Ill 
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF USABLE REPLIES 
OF BOTH FORMS OF QUESTIONNA~ 
Source Form A 
Massachusetts 44 (51. 76%) 
Rest of the U. S. 45 (48.91%) 
TOTALS 
PERCENTS 
89 
50.28% 
Form B 
4l (48.30%) 
47 (51.08%) 
88 
49.6/$ 
Totals 
Both 
Forms 
85 
92 
177 
aRead: Of 177 usable replies, there were 44 or 51.76% Form A1 s 
~ 41, 48.30%, Form B1 s received from Massachusetts, etc.; of 177 
~sable replies, 89, 50 .28%, were Form At s and 88, 49 .61$, Form B r s • 
I 
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I 
.A,.ttention is drawn. to the fact that each form of the question-
J 
na re received almost equal usable returns, 89 for Form A and 88 for I . 
Form B. It is further noted that each form has almost the same num-
bel of replies for both regions to be compared. 
I ·Analysis of the information offered by teachers sho~ that only 
I 2il of 177 attended ei tber a Teachers College or a School Of Education. 
TJis low number, about 16%, prevented adequate comparisons between 
tj'ls group and the Liberal .Ai-ts group. In this connection it must be 
s lted that educational information given was highly inadequate. From 
t' b sketchy information in many oases it is impossible to vouch for 
tje accuracy of these figures. 
T .. !bulation of ·Results 
Copies of the two survey forms provided tally sheets upon which 
w re recorded opinions of the English teachers. Separate sheets were 
~ . u~ed for those from Massachusetts and fo~ those from elsewhere. 
These results were then transferred to a tab~lation sheet con-
t iili.Iig ·all the terms. This sheet, reproduced in the ne:x:t chapter 
a
l'! 
k Table XII, provides separate totals ~or both regional groups as well 
a~ their combined totals for each of the three evaluations. Perceu-
t~ges were also included. 
Information was also obtained to show differences of opinion 
~tween-Massachusetts and the rest of the country. It was also pos-
stble to arrange terms in numerical order by percentages showing the 
[I~lative importances given them by the survey. Comparison was also 
I 
lr 
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II 
marle with the results of Cole • s1 study. 
I 
1. L. Cole. .QE. cit. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
I Sc~pe of the Chapter 
Jl. The present chapter presents and discusses the findings of the 
1:i~ 0~:::inions. 
l Total Results. As stated in the previous chapter, 85 Massachu-SE 
1 
ts teachers returned 44 usable copies of Form A and 41 of Form B of 
tl r questionnaire. From the rest of the country 92 teachers returned 4) 
u 'rble copies of Form A and 47 of Form B. Thus, 89 Form A's and 88 
F</rm B1 s are considered in the analysis. 
As Table IV indicates, of the 706 words and phrases in the list, 
5®1 or 71% were evaluated as "essential" to the literary vocabulary of 
jll t~e high-school pupil of average intelligence. 179 or 25.4% were con-
sldered 11 desirable" to his vocabulary, and 26 or 3.6% were considered 
" ln.important." 
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TABLE IV 
NUMBER .AND PERCENT OF EV.ALUATIONsB-
e 
Item Evaluations 
Sections of Questionnaire Essen- Desir- Unim- Item 
I tial able por- Totals 
I tant 
~· Types of Prose 78 28 4 no 
l Types of Poetry 20 20 4 44 Types of Drama 18 20 0 3B 
f Words Used in Discussing Both Novels and Plays 56 7 0 63 Words Used in Discussing W• 
I Plays alone 48 15 6 69 
15. Words Used in Discussing 
II 
Poetry 27 24 8 59 
r· Words Related to Literary History 21 8 ' 0 29 
t· Authors and D~$criptive Terms 29 12 1 42 
Forms of Speech and 19· 
I Literary Devices 42 14 1 57 
~0 Words About Books and I . Their Publication 49 9 0 5B 
e jl.l. Words Describing Writing 113 22 2 137 I TOTALS 501 179 26 706 I PERCENTS 71% 25.4% 3.6% 100% 
aRea.d: Of 706 votes, 501 or 71% were given to "essential," etc.; I 
.?f 501 ess~ntial votes, 78 were given to Types of Prose, etc. 
II 
II 
I 
II 
The general tendency is to consider most terms flessential. 11 There 
aJ~ three exceptions. In the second section> Types of Poetryj both 
11e f' sential 11 and "desirable 11 received an equal number of votes. The 
tl · rd section, Types of Drama> has two fewer "essential" votes than 
"< sirable. 11 And there are only three more "essential" than ''desirable t 
vc(es in the sixth section, Words Used in Discussing Poetry. 
m fted that two of these sections are concerned with poetry. 
It is 
Other than these three, all other sections show significantJ.y 
h gher "essential" vote totals than "desirablell totals. No section re-
c ived more than eight llunimportant" votes while four sections receivec 
n I votes for this opinion. It is further evident that most English 
t/achers show significantly consistent agreement in these evaluations. 
In the light of these results it would seem that most teachers en-
Jged in this survey regard literature as a formal study involving a 
! ~rge literary vocabulary. Even the child of average intelligence 
e~dently needs to know 50l special expressions "i£ he is to under-
:: ]hand and appreciate literature." 
It is necessary to point out again that these evaluations were 
rde by classroom teachers who were specifically asked to consider onl:yl 
rrpils of average intelligence. Although definitive evidence to the 
ontrary is lacking, the writer wonders if such pupils need to know so 
-- jlany literary expressions to succeed in high-school English classes. 
Dne also wonders if all 501 expressions 'Will be functional in adult 
. ife, especially since very few people from the "average i..TJ.telligence 11 
~roup go on to college. 
'1'1 ·"' , ..,,..,., , .; +.,,..,.,....r """~"'"''h,,1 ,,. .. r f"'f' "'"'"'"'n+.; c1 +.,,...,,:; f'CYl f"'n1·o::_ID.R::ln 
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~t t teachers are overemphasizing literary techniques and devices. 
This view does not seem to be in harmony with those reviewed in 
Clapter One. Two trends were reported by leaders in the field of 
tjlching o~ literature. These trends--away ~rom study o~ literary de-
v1les and toward experiential development o~ the pupil--do not seem to 
bJ supported by the teachers answering the survey. A considerable lag 
b~~ean current teaching theory and practice is apparent. 
~: A final analysis of these results concerns itself with elimina-
t~on of possible error in the interpretation of the data. The expres-
s~ons were arranged •vithin the three evaluations according to the per-
cJntage vote received. At the head of each list were placed the ex-
p~essions which received their classification by the votes of 9Q% or 
l//re of the teachers. The remaining terms were listed below these ecording to their percentage votes. Table X at the end of this chap-J~r shows this breakdown of the entire vocabulary. Table V is based 
II 
II this breakdown and shows the number of terms in each classification 
II l•tich were so voted by 5o{o to lOo{o of the respondents and by less than 
fP% of the teachers. The theory behind this treatment of data is that 
.; ~ at least 5o% of those answering the inquiry consider a term 
'/essential, tt 11 de~irable, n or 11 ml.important, 11 it seems apparent that the 
1
erm is COrrectl~aluated within the limits Of this SurVey. ln the 
ame manner those terms placed in their categories by less than 5Q% of 
he total votes may be considered doubtfully or inadequately classifie< 1-
37 
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1: TABLE V 
NUMBER OF ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY MORE THAN 50% 
AND LESS THAN 50% OF RESPONDENTSa 
II hValuations 
Items by Percentage Ranges 
100% to 50% 49% to·ct% 
II 470 (93.81%) 31 (6.10%) ,. Essential II 
I! 
Desirable 89 (49.72%) 90 (50.27%) 
Unimportant 19 (73.46%) 7 (26.92%) 
Ill TOTALS 578 (81.86%) 128 (18.13%) 
Totals 
501 
179 
26 
706 
~I aRead: Of 706 items in the total list, 578 (81.86%) were given t ~eir classifications by 50% or more of the total votes, etc.; of 501 e 1 ential votes, 470 (93.81%) were so voted by 50% or more of the total vq1 es, etc. . 
Table V shows that 470 terms remain 11essential11 with this treat-
'm nt of data. Only 31 terms, representing 6.10% of the total essen-
t lal terms, might then appear doubtful choices for the essential vocab-
~ary. 
I 
I I In connection with the splitting of the total number of words 
r~ted 11 desirable11 by this method, it is noted that no 11 desirable11 term 
z~ceived more than 69% of the teachers• votes and only four terms re-
c,~ived more than 59% of these evaluations.! 
It is noted that the great bulk of the evaluations were agreed 
pon by more than 50% of the total number of teachers participating. 
'I 1. Of. Table X at the end of this chapter for this .analysis. 
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Th !!! It u ~ only exception occurs in the desirable classification where, as 
il 
'i Ta~le X shows, there seems to be considerable reluctance to place 
te!ms except by vote of between 40% and 59% of the total votes cast. 
These facts further point up the great agreement among teachers 
re arding the large essential vocabulary. It is apparent that teacher~ 
:f ar~ extremely conservative in their judgme~ts. It seems almost that ax 
eJ!Iression becomes 11 essentialn merely by being a literary term. 
Regional ComJ?S.rison. In addition to evaluating the vocabulary 
i~~s, the investigation also compared evaluations of Massachusetts 
t lchers with those from other states. The final tabulation, Table XI1, g~t•• total votes f'or each opinion f'or both groups. Table VI of'f'ers a 
numerical breakdown of these votes. 
TABLE VI 
COMPARISON OF OPINIONS OF MASSACHUSETTS TEACHERS 
WITH THOSE OUTSIDE MASSACEUSETTsa 
~~· Words both groups agree on as essential. 
:. Words both groups agree on as desirable. 
il 
• Words both groups agree on as unimEortant. 
• Total A~eements. 
.. 
~: 1-Jords one or other group disagrees on as essential Words one or other group disagrees on as desirable 
i' 
r 
l.Jords one or other group disagrees on ~s unimEortant. 
Total Disagreements. 
Total Words in List. 
460 
142 
17 
--
4l 
37 
___2 
619 
87b 
--
706 
I aRead: Of 706 words in list, 619 agreements and 87 disagreements 
i~opinion exist between.the two groups. 
bor these 87 disagreements, 22 are made such by a difference of 
o': y one vote. 
II 
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As this table shows, both groups of English teachers agree 1n thei 
eva1 uations of 619 of the 706 items. There is disagreement in only 87 
casls. Of these disagreements 22 represent a difference of only one 
vo)l. For all practical purposes, therefore, there are only 65 real 
dif~erences of opinion. 
I il 
TABLE VII 
NUMERICAL BREAKDOWN OF DIVERGENT OPINIONS 
BETWEEN MASSACHUSETTS TEACHERS AND OTHERSa 
Ill Massachusetts Rest o:f U.S. Totals 
Jbgraded 
Ill 
Desirable to Essential 
Unimportant to Desirable 
Unimportant to Essential 
Subtotals 
~owngraded 
1 II Essential to Desirable ,, 
' Essential to Unimportant 
Desirable to Unimportant 
li: 1: Subtotals 
Ill Totals 
36 
5 
1 
3 
0 
6 
4 
3 
0 
42 7 49 
26 
0 
3 
9 29 38 
51 36 87 
~ aRead: Of 87 divergent opinions, Massachusetts accounts for 51 an rest of nation, 36; of 51 different opinions Massachusetts upgraded 42 majority opinions and downgraded 9; etc. 
While this apparent a.:,creement is not denied, the disagreements 
e tend to be marked ones. Table VII shows that Massachusetts upgraded 
42 items from lower majority opinion while other states upgraded only 
se!ven. Further, Massachusetts gave lower classification to only nine 
ii 
eJ!·pressions while the rest of the nation downgraded 29. Greatest 
40 
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II 
di,lferences occur in the ttessential 11 votes. Massachusetts has three 
I "e1.sential to desirable 11 votes and 37 "lower to essentialu votes. The 
l
di ~erence between these two totals is 34. If this 34 is added to the 
46/il "essential" votes 'Which both groups agree on, it is seen that 
M.a1~sachusetts teachers actually consider that there are 494 "essen-til " terms. 
I Ill The same process reveals that the other states have a total of 
43~ "essential" votes, 56 fewer than does Massachusetts. 
It is evident that Massachusetts teachers are prone to consider 
mo.e literary terms "essential" than are others. Teachers from that 
st~te seem. to be more conservative in their judgments and to be more 
co~cerned with the study of literature as it was taught in the past. 
Thly seem less impressed than do the others with the current emphasis· 
or literature as a means to secure greater maturity in its readers. 
, Table VIII shows the specific terms over which there is disagree-
! me .nt between the two groups. Starred minority opinions are those in II 
i 
wl~ch there is only a one-vote difference in evaluation • 
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TABLE VIII 
LITERARY EXPRESSIONS ON WHICH THERE IS DISAGREEMENT 
BETWEEN MASSACHUSETTS AND OTHER TEACHERSa 
I II LITERARY TERM MINORITY OPINION MAJORITY OPINION Mass. Rest o:f u.s. 
I 
I 
I 
Desirable *Ess.b ilman.ac 
~phorism Desirable Unim. 
~iscourse Desirable *Ess .. 
essay, :formal Essential Des. 
~ssay, light Essential *Des. 
~ulogy Desirable *Ess. 
111emoirs Essential Des. 
jnovel, adventure Desirable Ess. 
~anegyric Unimportant Des. 
IJ?arable Desirable Ess. 
I short story o:f action Essential Des. 
short story o:f character Essential Des. 
short short story Essential Des. 
story, action story Essential Des. · 
story, crime story Desirable Ess. 
story, horror story Desirable Ess. 
story, mystery story ·Essential Des. 
story, sports story Essential Des. 
tale o:f :feudal devotion Desirable *Unim. 
tract Desirable Unim. 
yarn Desirable Ess. 
charm Unimportant Ess. 
epitaph Essential Des. 
gospel Desirable Ess. 
hymn Essential *Des. 
aRead: While majority opinion considers almanac a desirable part 
o:f the vocabulary o:f the high-school pupil o:f average intelligence, 
opinion outside Massachusetts holds the word to be essential. 
bopinions preceded by an asterisk di:f:fer by only one vote :from 
majority opinion. 
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' TABLE VIII (Continued) 
•I 
:j MINORITY OPINION LITERARY TEEMS MAJORITY OPINION 
II · Mass. Rest of u.s. 
e ~I Essential i y-1 Des. 
s pnet, Italian Desirable Ess. 
d ~ of social purpose Essential *Des. 
i • erlude Desirable Ess. 
oJ'b.torio Desirable Unim. SJ•~t Essential *Des. 
t agedy, tragi-comedy Desirable Ess. 
CJ ~acter, evolving Desirable Ess. 
~,i~ Desirable Ess. Desirable Ess .. 
a l.a Unimportant *Des. 
c harsis Unimportant *Des. 
d 1 s ex machina Unimportant Des. 
I undl" Desirable Uniro.. g 0 mg 
1 bretto Unimportant Des. 
It p Desirable *Ess. 
s Japstick Desirable Ess. 
s ·age, platform Essential Des. 
s ~~ge, machinery Desirable *Ess. 
s ock figure Desirable *Ess. 
c tsed couplet Desirable *Unim. 
h~roic couplet Essential Des. 
d'ctylic Desirable *Ess. 
d eter Desirable Ess. 
II Desirable Uniro.. e~voy 
e ld-stopped line Unimportant *Des. 
m~nometer Desirable Ess. 
il Unimportant Des. r~ndeau 
s~ansion Essential *Des. 
s ~anza, ballad stanza Desirable Ess. 
e luric stanza Desirable Ess. trimeter Desirable Ess. 
cp.ronicles Essential *Des. 
hinn<>Tl; st Desirable Ess. 
tp.eology Desirable Ess. 
c~onicler Essential Des. 
c assicist Desirable Ess. 
I ,, 
I J LITERARY TERMS 
., [ terary circle ~&terati 
l!}rrist 
nltnstrel 
I fma.:tticist 
~~ersifier 
~chronism 
!Po strophe J~ance 
~~ntasy 
~etonymy 
<
1 
noma topoeia 
aradox 
·athos ~rovincialism 
11ernacular 
El
1
nd-sheet 
II flxtr~ct 
iero~c 
~nsipid 
II ~rnate 
II ponderous 
~ublime 
I ~ylvan 
I 
1
vol uminous 
TABLE VIII (Continued) 
MAJORITY OPINION 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Essential 
Essential 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Essential 
Essential 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Essential 
Desirable 
Essential 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Essential 
Desirable 
Essential 
Desirable 
Desirable 
Essential 
Unimportant 
Essential 
MINORITY OPINION 
Mass. Rest of U.S • 
*Ess. 
Unim.~ 
Ess. 
Des. 
Des. 
Ess. 
Ess. 
Des. 
Des. 
Ess. 
Ess. 
*Des. 
Ess. 
*Des. 
Ess. 
Ess. 
*Unim. 
Des. 
Ess. 
Des. 
Ess. 
Ess •. 
Des. 
" 
Des. 
Des. 
Comparison With Previous Study. The review of Cole' s1 investiga-
I 1. L. Cole. The Teacher 1 s Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. 
Iloomington, illinois: Public School Publishing Company, 1940. 
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r 
tibn in Chapter Two, is summarized: The terminology of thirteen 
11 
II sc~P.ool subjects was obtained. Each of the thirteen lists was subjec-
te~ to three criteria: a frequency count in textbooks of the field c1~cerned, judgment by experts, and judgment against the criterion of 
s~cial usefulness. Each of these steps reduced the length of the 
l~sts. Thus the original 2,000 words and phrases of the literature 
1kst were reduced to 307 terms Which the author considered the essen-
, 
' 
t~al elementary ideas which must be mastered for success in litera-
t~e. 
II An obvious difference between the two studies is the total number 
i 
d 
< f essential words. Since 303 terms from the earlier study appear in 
he present one,1 the latter contains 403 apparently non-essential 
lrords and phrases. Actually, in terms of the opinions of the res-
pondents, it contains only 205 non-essential words and phrases. 
Table IX is more specific in comparison of the two investiga-
tions. Of the 303 essential Cole terms, 53 were not so evaluated in 
this study. There is agreement, however, on the remaining 250 terms. 
1 In addition, the present survey evaluated 198 additional words as 
"essential." 
Thus it is apparent that there is considerable disagreement be-
tween the two studies. It is necessary to point out, however, that 
~, the later investigation uses only one criterion, teacher evaluations, 
to arrive at its results. Cole used three criteria, as stated above. 
1. Chapter Three explained that four of Cole's terms do not appear 
in the present list. 
45 
:E[a.d there been a f'urther judgment of the present list by experts or 
l ~ ome other means of evaluation, there would undoubtedly have been II . I I~y fewer than 501 essential terms. 
:I 
TABLE IX 
NUMERICAL COMPARISON OF COLE 1 S VOCABULARY 
WITH THAT OF PRESENT ·SURVEya. 1 II 
I ~:;================================================ 
I . 1. Words classified as essential 
in present survey. 501 
2. Words classified as essential 
in Cole but not here. 53 
3. Words classified as essential 
here but not appearing in Cole. 198 
4. Total words two vocabularies 
differ on (Item 2 plus Item 3.) 
5. Total words two vocabularies 
agree on. (Item 1 less Item 4) 
Table XII, the complete report of the investigation, carries an 
'I asterisk before each word also in Cole•s list. Those terms over which I there is a disagreement are double starred. 
j Pe~al of these double-starred items in Table XII indicates 
e that many of the terms over which there is disagreement seem to be 
rather esoteric expressions. One wonders, for instance, why dactylic,, 
hexameter, denouement, and transcendent!Uism, to mention a few, should! 
belong to the essential vocabulary of literature. It seems apparent 
46 
~hat the pupil of average intelligence can understand and appreciate 
t 
~hat he reads without a knowledge of such terms. Without objective 
evidence no judgment can be made, but this comparison of the two lists 
pasts some doubt upon the value of Cole 1 s essential vocabulary. It 
~oes not~ on the other hand, suggest that the later study is a more 
i/ 
'competent one. 
! 
Conclusions. Most terms were rated t'essential11 by teachers re-
spending. This tendency was somewhat more marked among teachers from 
Massachusetts. The results show almost 200 essential expressions more 
than were found by Cole. It seems evident that the results of this 
investigation probably conflict with current trends fun teaching lit-
erature as defined by experts. It is apparent that English teachers, 
as sampled by this survey~ are reluctant to accept the advice of 
leaders in the field and that they adhere to older theories of teach-
ing literature. It is also probable that results of the investiga-
tion need to be further evaluated by criteria other than teacher 
judgments. 
Method of Reporting Complete Results 
Three reports are now offered. The first~ Table X, analyzes the 
evaluations by showing what percentage of teachers responding classi-
4lt fied the terms as 11 essential, 11 "desirable, 11 and 11 unimportant.u The 
three classifications are given for each of the eleven sections of the 
total list. The information in this table is summarized in Table V 
above. 
II The second report, Table XI, lists the expressions in the liter--
a~ vocabulary by sections under the evaluations accorded them by 
mfj ori ty opinion. The terms are further listed in ntnnerical order, 
f~om high to low, within percentage ranges representing the percent 
or total votes which piaced the expressions in their classifications, T~is table presents the expressions f'or which numbers were given in 
t~e preceding table. The writer realizes that the order in which the 
t~rms appear is no final criterion of' their importance. It seems 
disirable, mwever, to present them in this manner f'or the guidance 
o11 those teachers concerned with appraising their teaching techniques 
ajd emphases. 
The third report, Table Xll, lists the terms in the vocabulary 
i · alphabetical order in eleven sections. Af'ter each term are total 
v~tes cast f'or each opinion by teachers f'ram Massachusetts as well as 
li 
1:pose f'ram other states. Each opinion is given a subtotal. Below 
elch subtotal is the percent which the subtotal represents of the 
tlftal vote cast for each tel'l!l. This percent is considered a more 
Eagnificant figure than the raw-score vote which appears above it. 
'l~e final column records the number of votes cast. This varies from 
J 
ihe possible 88 or 89 respondents, since same teachers failed to 
I 
~:nswer all items. Majority votes are underlined for ease in reading 
~e report. One asterisk is placed before each expression Which 
' 1: 1~pears also in Cole's vocabulary. Two asterisks before a word or 
I 
!hrase indicate terms considered tressential" in Cole's investigation 
I '~t not in the present survey. 
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I TABLE X 
I 
,. 
ANALYSIS OF EVALUATIONS 
ACCORDING TO PERCENTAGE RANGESa 
e 
" ' 
Sections Votes Cast by Percentage Ranges I 
and 100 89 79 69 59 49 Below Totals 
Ratings to to to to to to I 90 80 70 60 50 40 40 Trr OF~E I Essential 19 10 10 17 16 6 78 
Desirable 16 12 28 I Unimportant 2 2 4 Tf OF POETRY I Essential 2 2 6 2 6 2 20 
Desirable 2 15 3 20 
Unimportant 1 1 1 1 4 
rOFD~ Essential 4 3 1 4 6 18 
Desirable 12 8 20 
Unimportant 0 
W'$RDS USED IN DIS-
C rssnm BOTH~NO]EIS 
p;; iDPLAYS 
Essential 8 20 16 9 2 1 56 
Desirable 2 5 7 
Unimportant 0 
~RDS USED IN DIS-
'SSING PLAYS ALONE 
Essential 9 11 11 6 6 5 48 
Desirable l 8 5 1 1.5 
Unimportant 4 2 6 I 
iRDS USED IN DIS-USSING POETRY -
Essential 2 6 4 7 6 2 27 
-
Desirable 7 15 2 24 
Unimportant 5 1 1 1 8 
aRe ad: Of 706 terms, 75 were placed in their respective evalua-
,ions by 100% to 90% of total vo::bes cast, etc.; Of 78 essential votes 
mder Types of Prose, 19 were so considered by 100% to 90% of total 
'otes cast, etc. 
' :: 
I 
,, 
I 
I 50 ·' II 
II 
i TABIE X (continued) 
f' Votes Cast by Percentage Ranges , Sections 100 139 79 69 59 49 Below I and to to to to to to Totals 
e 11 Ratings 90 80 70 6o 50 40 40 we fmS RELATED TO 
ILJ ~RARY HISTORY 
Essential 2 4 4 5 5 l 21 
Desirable 4 3 1 8 
Unimportant 0 
A~~ORS AND DESCRIP-
IT TERMS 
8 5 5 4 5 Essential 2 29 
Desirable 1 ll 12 
Unimportant 1 l 
F~RMS OF SPEECH AND 
L TERARY DEVICES 
i! Essential 2 10 ll 9 6 4 42 
!! Desirable 7 6 l 14 
1i Unimportant 1 l f ABOUT BOOKS AND 
IR PUBLICATION 
!Essential ll l4 14 5 5 49 
Desirable 4 4 l ·9 
Unimportant 0 
'VI ~: BDS DESCRIBING 
"VI ~TING 
I Essential 8 21 43 25 8 8 113 
/ Desirable 1 9 12 22 
Un:Lmportant 2 2 
'IDT.A.LS 75 J.06 126 105 166 120 8 706 
PERCENTS ll 15 18 15 23 17 l 
II 
e 
I 
I 
I 
i 
II 51 
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TABLE XI 
LITERARY VOCABULARY 
ARRANGED IN PERCENTAGE ORDER ACCORDING TO OPINIONS 
II 
OF ALL TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE SURVEYa 
e II I. TYPES OF PROSE ji 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS B. DESIRABLE TERMS 
100% to 90% 59% to 5o% 
,, 
1/ 
99.99 paragraph 59.54 novel, propaganda 
:i 98.86 novel 59.09 maxim· 
" 
97.75 prose 58.42 novel, family 
·I 97.72 fiction tale of the sea I 
i narrative 57 .9.5 novel of manners 
96.62 history 57.30 novel, adventure 
narration parody 
96.49 composition tale, legendary 
95.50 biography 56.81 epigram 
description 55.68 treatise -
i 95.49 outline 51.68 tale, epic hero 
I 95.45 autobi~6Taphy 51.13 novelette 
I 95.40 short story story, crime 94.38 newspaper 5o.oo paper of state 
94.31 essay rhapsody 
93.17 theme story, ironic 
93.10 -sunnnary 
92. 7.7; g;J;ocy·. 49% to 40% 
92.1'3' spe:e'gh 
48.87 parable 
89% to 80% story, horror 
story, satirical 
88.76 letter 48.27 aphorism 
86.50 editorial 47.73 story, feature 
86.37 report tract 
84.14 tale 4 7.12 almanac 
84.09 debate tale of feudal 
topic ··- q.~vQ~P±on 
83.13 criticism 46.59 discourse 
e 80.89 article ·~ : .. 45.45 eulogy II .. review 44. 82 abstract ... -=. ~ .. ·•·•>•~·~ 'J 
80.45 diary 42.68 yarn 
~ ~Read: Under each of eleven sections of the list are listed (A) 
ential Terms, (B) Desirable Terms, (C) Unimportant Terms as deter-
ed by this survey. (Desirable and Unimportant are listed separately 
'n second column.) Terms are preceded by percentages derived from raw-
t c_p_r_e______yo~ast b:x: teachers. 
" 
~">'StOW 'Or-tl1f'2v~<f,v' 
II Sc,~;,.rJ··-! ~: E~~a.it.:~ti~t!l l ~ :.r._~;(~~ 
li 'I 
' 50 f. ..I 
If 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
Al: 
.. 
ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.)' r c. UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
I 
79% to 70% 69% to 60% 
e 78.64 romance 68 .. 24 adage 
76.39 anecdote 65.90 diatribe 
synopsis 
76.14 myth 59% to 50% 
study 
75.00 exposition 57 .4 7 panegyric 
73.86 prayer 56.97 homily 
73.25 short story of adventure 
i 70 .45 proverb 
I 70.11 account 
69%. to 60% 
69.65 folklore 
69.31 resume 
satire 
67.81 address 
67.04 paraphrase 
·-
story, adventure 
66.27 legend 
65.16 journal 
64.04 allegory 
63.63 novel of character 
short story of 
setting 
62.91 essay, informal 
fable. 
travel book 
61. 79 oration 
60.23 sketch 
story, detective 
,, 
59% to 50% 
59.54 essay, familiar 
e 58.42 essay, personal 57.95 essay, serious 
pamphlet 
57.30 short story of 
local color 
II 56.81 essay; light 
sequel 
short storv of horror 
II 
II 
TABLE XI (Continued) 1~------------~~----~-----------
A ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont~) 
I 
: 
59% to 50% (Continued) 
56.17 short story of character 
55.68 story, hero 
54.54 novel, problem 
tale, folk 
53.93 short story of action 
52.27 essay, formal 
novel, detective 
5o.oo story, tall 
49% to 40% 
47.19 memoirs 
46.59 story, action 
story, mystery 
46.06 short short story 
45.-97 handbook 
45.45 story, sports 
II. TYPES OF POETRY 
• ESSENTIAL TERMS 
100% to 90% 
96.62 poetry 
94.31 poem 
89% to 80% 
87.64 lyric 
85.05 ballad 
B. DESIRABLE TERM3 
69% to 6o% 
61. 79 mood poem 
61.37 saga 
59% to 50% 
58.62 ba.J.lad, border 
57.30 doggerel 
lament 
56.81 revery 
56.31 ballad, sea 
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TABLE XI {Continued) 
(A • I . · ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) B. DESIRABLE TERMS (Cont.) 
79% to 70% 59% to 50% · _ · . ~ .. -. ... 
e 79.54 bl~ verse 55.68 ditty 
75.00 sonnet 55.05 dirge 
74.l5 free verse 54.54 madrigal 
72.72 epic 54.02 air 
psalm 52.80 anthem 
song chant 
5l.68 requiem 
69% to 60% 5l.l3 sonnet, Italian 
50.56 riddle 
6l.37 elegy 50.00 lay 
60.23 ode 
49% to 40% 
59% to 50% 
47.l9 pastoral 
57.95 spiritual 47 .l2 gospel 
56.8l sonnet, Eliza- 46.o6 litany 
>J)ethan 
55.05 ballad, folk c. . UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
hymn 
54.54 epitaph 79% to 70% 
5o.oo idyl 
7l.90 threnody 
49% to 40% 
69% to 60% 
49.43 sonnet, Shakes-
:Ypere.an 60.67 balladf; 
44.94 ballad, literary 
59% to 50% 
50.58 roman 
39% to 30~ 
.. 
36.78 charm 
e li II 
II 
' ' 
il 
II 
I 
Ill; 
55 
'I ! 
' 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
II 
III. TYPES OF DRAMA 
~. ESSENTIAL TERMS B. DESIRABLE TERMS 
-
100% to 90% 59% to 50% 
I 
98.85 drama 57.30 Morality 
94.18 play 56.81 musical extravaganza 
93.17 tragedy 55. 68 comedy, semi-comedy ,, 
55 .. 05 play, Nativity j 90.90 motion picture 
53.83 Miracle 
'89% to 80% 52.80 movie short 
il 52.32 play, revenge i 87.35 comedy 51.68 tableau 
82.95 movie 51.13 burlesq}le 
80.68 play, one-act 5o.56 Mystery 
tragedy of blood 
5o.oo revue 
!79% to 70% 49% to 40% 
70.78 screen 49.43 comedy of manners 
69% to 6o% 
play-poem 
48.87 ballet 
48.31 oratorio 
68.18 melodrama 4 7.19 variety show 
63.63 pageant 46.59 masque 
62.51 cinema 45.45 interlude 
opera 43.67 tragi-comedy 
59% to 50% c. UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
58.62 comedy, Iliusical (None) 
54.02 drama of social 
11 
r :pp.rpose 
52.80 .farce 
5o. 56 pantomime 
play, stage 
-
5o .. oo skit 
li 
11\ 
I· 
I 
II 56 
II 
: 'l'.ABLE XI (Cont:i.nued) 
IV. WORDS USED IN DISCUSSING BOTH NOVELS AND PLAYS 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS B. DESIRABLE TERMS 
-
100% to 90% 59% to 50% 
97.61 action 53.40 delineate 
96.49 conclusion 50.00 character, evolving 
96.42 character 
94~25 plot 49% to ~.0% 
93.17 central idea 
92.04 character, central 48.27 stream of con-
characterization sciousness 
setting 46.59 depict 
protagonist 
46.o6 relief 
41.56 denouement 
89% to 80% c ... ll'!IMPORT.ANT TERMS 
89 •. 76 character development (None) 
time ' 
88.62 conversation 
88.50 highest point of 
interest 
87.64 character, chief 
heroine 
place 
87 .)l hero 
86.50 suspense 
86.20 theme 
turning point 
85.23 incident 
84 .. 26 climax 
84.09 subject~tter 
82.95 local color 
82.01 character, minor 
81.82 action, rising 
conflict 
-
81.60 outcome 
80.68 struggle 
79% to '70% 
: 
79,..76 event 
II 78.64 subject 
villain 
I 
I 
I 
57 
II 
II 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
.A. ~SSENTI.AL TERMS (:e-ontinued) 
,;79% to 70% (continued) 
-
78,.40 crisis 
plot construction 
solution 
77.52 character, portrayal 
environment 
77.~8 opposing forces 
theme~ universal 
'I 76.74 plot development ; 
76.39 atmosphere 
76.14 motive 
narrator 
1 
75.00 mood 
74.15 problem 
I . 
; 69% to 60% 
69.65 situation 
theme, central 
67.04 anticlimax 
motivation 
portrayal 
64.76 episode 
62.91 complication 
61.37 caricature 
60.23 catastrophe 
59% to 50% 
57~95 keynote 
56.81 action, falling 
49% to 40% 
46.59 antagonist 
e 
58 
II 
" 
,TABLE XI (Continued) t'l v. WORDS USED IN DISCUSSING PLAYS ALONE i 
ESSENTI/iL TERMS B. DESIRABlE TERMS 
e .00% to 90% 69% to 60% 
98.86 stage 64.76 buffoonery 
96.49 act 
95.50 actor 59% to 50% 
94.31 actress 
93.25 audience 56.81 repartee 
!I 
dialogue 53.93 curtain speech 
93.17 scenery 52.80 stock figure 
II 92.13 cast of 52.27 auditor 
I characters 51.68 pit 
I 
92.04 curtain proscenium 
50.56 epilogue 
.:9% to 80% 5o.oo cycle 
.l 89.76 scene 88.62 player 49% to 40% 
theater 48 • 8 7 fading 
86.20 radio 46.59 slapstick 
85,23 part 44.94 stage machinery 
84.,26 role 42.68 unities 
84.09 dramatization 41.56 groundling 
radio broadcast 
81.82 leading'person 39% to 30% 
I 80.68 playhouse 
soliloquy 39.31 interpolation 
19% to 70% c. UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
II 79.76 properties 59% to 50% 79.,54 props 
stage direction 54.54 "hut" 
78.64 film 53.40 deus ex machina 
I 76.39 set 52.27 catharsis 75.27 production 51.13 proscenium pillar 
e 73.86 aside 72.72 unity 49% to 40% 
11 71.90 sound effects 
·: 71.59 footlights 48.31 aria 
II manager 44.94 libretto ·I 
I 
II 
i! 
I 
' 
I 
:I 
II 59 
T.ABIE XI (Continued) 
' 
~. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont .. ) 
I I 
69% to 60% 
.......__ 
I 69.40 radio studio \c.; 68.53 playgoer 
68.18 prologue : 
66.28 monologue 
63.63 company 
61.3 7 showmanship 
59% to 50% 
59.54 delivery of lines 
55.05 scenario 
53.93 royalties 
52.80 chorus 
wings 
5o.56 stage business 
49% to 40% 
49.43 stage; bare 
48.87 stage, platform 
48.31 dressing room 
I 44.94 backdrop 41.05 station 
I 
IJ vr. WORDS USED IN DISCUSSING POETRY ESSENTIAL TERMS B. DESIRABLE TERMS 
100% to 90% 59% to 50% 
94.,38 rhythm 56.81 stanza, Spenserian 
90.90 account 52.80 tetrameter 
51.72 canto 
' 
89% to 80% 51.68 hexameter 
v 51.13 assonance 
89.76 rhyme heptameter 
88,.62 verse 50.56 trochaic 
87.51 stanza 
81,.82 syllable 
80.89 line . 
poetic 
-Ill I! 
TABLE XI 
ESSENTIP~ TERMS (Cont.) 
79.76 meter 
78.40 couplet 
73.56 beat 
73.02 foot 
69 .. 31 emphasis 
65.16 refrain 
stress 
64.76 measure 
63.21 rhyme scheme 
61.37 verse form 
60.23 versification 
56.81 iambic 
quatrain 
51.13 rhyme, end 
5o. 00 pentameter 
B. DESIRABLE TERMS (Cont.) 
49% to 40% 
49.42 rllyme, feminine 
rhyme, masculine 
48.27 motif 
4 7. 73 cadence 
envoy 
46.59 octameter 
stanza, ballad 
46.06 octave 
45.45 sonnet sequence 
trimeter 
· 44.31 dimeter 
43.82 sestet 
43 .. 67 anapestic 
43.17 manometer 
41.66 dactylic 
39% to 30% 
39 .oB couplet, closed 
37.50 stanza, lyric 
scan C. UNJMPORTANT TERMS 
scansion 
48.87 chivalry 
couplet, heroic 
69% to 60% 
65.90 rhyme, French 
64.76 alexandrine 
63.63 rhyme royal 
63.09 kenning 
60.23 amphibraCh 
59% to 5o_% 
54.21 conceit 
49% to 40% 
44.31 rondeau 
39% to 30% 
39.77 line, end-stopped 
60 
VII. WORDS RELATED TO LITERARY HISTORY 
88.50 classic 
84.26 realism 
83.13 interpretation 
romanticism 
77.28 representative 
1 76.14 tradition 
71.59 culture 
philosophy 
68.18 literary heritage 
transition 
67 .o4 idealism 
predecessor 
61.37 movement 
56.27 literary fashion 
53.40 individualism 
sentimentalism 
1 52.80 classicism 
50.56 chronicles 
43.82 discipline 
B. 
c. 
DESIRABLE TERMS 
59% to 50% 
53.40 decadence 
52.27 literary shrine 
51.68 mysticism. 
5o.oo extant 
49% to 40% 
43.82 precedent 
42 .68 humanist 
transcendentalism 
39% to 30_% 
39.77 theology 
UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
(None) 
61 
VIII. · AUTHORS AND DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 
' 
·ESSENTIAL TERMS 
lOO% to 90% 
98.86 biographer 
96 .. 49 author 
94.38 dramatist 
novelist 
94.31 poet 
92.13 playwright 
90.90 essayist 
historian 
89% to 80% 
89~88 anonymous 
89.70 critic 
87.64 humorist 
86.50 journalist 
80.89 realist 
79% to 70% 
79.76 literary career 
79.54 orator 
78.40 reporter 
75.27 aatirist 
75.00 story-teller 
69% to 60% 
68.53 collaborator 
66.28 romancer 
64.04 propagandist 
61.37 pseudonym 
59% to 50% 
59.77 romanticist 
57.30 bard 
54.54 literary figure 
52.27 minstrel 
5o.56 man of letters. 
B. DESIRABLE TERMS 
l I 
59% to 50% 
50.57 classicist 
49%.to 40% 
48.87 literary circle 
48 .. 31 gleeman 
troubadour 
47.73 hack 
46.59 lyrist 
versifier 
45.97 scop 
44.94 harpist 
literary dictator 
literati 
sonneteer 
C. UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
59% to 50% 
54.65 jongleur 
62 
i' 
I 63 
I 
TABLE XI ~ Continuedl 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) 
; 49% to 40% 
-
48.87 literar,r artist 
44.94 chronicler 
IX. FORMS OF SPEECH AND LITERARY DEVICES 
fA-· ESSENTIAL TEEMS B., DESIRABLE TERMS 
lOO% to 90% 59% to 50% 
96.49 vocabular.y 57.95 euphuism 
95.45 humor 56.8l assonance 
55.l7 bombast 
89% to 80% 54.54 provincialism 
I rant 
I 89.65 wit 52.80 antithesis 
88.62 figure of speech 5o. 56 vulgari. sm 
86.37 synonym 
85.23 language 49% to 40% 
84.09 dialect 
slang 49 .43 metaphor, m:ixed 
83.l3 simile paradox 
82.95 contrast 48.87 fantasy 
8l.6o language, picture 46~06 vernacular 
80.89 colloquialism 44.82 mannerism 
43.82 anachronism 
79% to 70% 
39% to 30% 
79.54 allusion 
78.64 personification 37.50 metonymy 
78.40 metaphor 
repetition c. UMIMPORT.ANT TERMS 
76.39 exaggeration 
e-
word picture 5l.68 pathos 
76.l4 phrase 
74.l5 propaganda 
73.86 impression 
73.02 alliteration 
72.4l language, figurative 
' 
I 
I 64 I 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
~. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) 
69% to~ 
e 69.65 imagery 
irony 
67.04 idiom 
universal truth 
64.04 f'ate 
fun 
63.63 symbolism 
62.51 analogy 
60.23 ·pathos 
59% to 50% 
59.54 Nonsense 
suggestion 
57.30 pun 
56.17 device 
55.05 digression 
51.68 hyperbole 
49% to 40% 
II 
48.87 balance 
onomatopoeia 
46.59 apostrophe 
43.82 redundancy 
I 
I 
! 
X. WORDS ABOUT BOOKS AND THEIR PUBLICATION 
!A.. ESSENTIAL TERMS B. :DESIRABLE TERM3 
lOO% to 90% 59% to 50% 
98.86 dictionary 56.81 manuscript, illuminated 
-
96.49 library 52.27 prospectus 
95.45 abridged 50.58 trilogy 
chapter 5o.56 comment~ 
95.40 book 
94.31 magazine 
93.25 encyclopedia 
93.17 edition 
I 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.} 
100% to 90% (Cont.). 
92.13 introduction 
re.ference 
91.01 appendix 
89% to 80% 
89.88 periodical 
89.76 best seller 
bibliography 
copyr:i:ght 
preface 
publication 
88.76 quotation 
selection 
87.51 collection 
85.23 passage 
84o09 printer 
80.95 work 
80.89 publish 
80.68 revision 
79% to 70% 
79.76 press 
79.54 volume 
78.64 title page 
translation 
77.52 anthology 
masterpiece 
serial 
76.39 excerpt · 
75.00 installment 
74.71 series 
74.41 version 
73.02 manuscript 
70.78 context 
70.45 quarterly 
:B. 
c. 
DESIRABLE TERMS (Cont.) 
49~ to 40~ 
49.43 typesetting 
48.31 literar,r agent 
4 7. 73 end-sheet 
46.59 proem 
39% to 30% 
39.75 tome 
UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
(None) 
. 65 
I . 
I 66 
TABLE XI ( Conti.nued2 
.A. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) 
• 
$9% to $0% 
69.65 circulation 
65.l6 bookseller 
6l.37 specimen 
60.67 document 
60.23 product 
59% to 50% 
57.30 fragment 
52.27 recital 
5l.l3 extract 
5o.56 dedication 
50.00 compilation 
XI. WORDS DESCRIBING WRITING 
~. ESSENTIAL TERMS B. DESIRABLE TERM3 
lOO%-to 90% 69% to 60% 
94.3l emotion 67 .8l intuition 
93.l0 sincerity 
93.02 author's purpose 59% to 50% 
coherent 
!I 9l.Ol humorous 57.30 sonorous 
,, 90.90 effect 55.68 didactic 
imaginative 54.54 droll 
90.80 point of view pedantic 
poignant 
89% to 80% 52.27 elevated 
5l.l3 rhetorical 
89.76 original verbose 
tf: 88.62 literary 5o. 00 courtly 88.50 style 
87.64 fictitious 
realistic 
86.50 brevity 
85.54 comic 
85.38 dramatic 
85.23 creative 
_P'enuine 
I! 
TABLE XI 
ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) 
~~-~ (Continued) 
85.05 quality 
84.26 religious 
romantic 
82.95 authentic 
clarity 
82.35 concrete 
82.01 concise 
force 
tragic 
type 
80.89 vivid 
79. 76 message 
trite 
79.54 journalistic 
78.64 technique 
78.40 mystery 
· sentimental 
spiritual 
wholesome 
1 77.52 forceful 
moral 
sarcastic 
structure 
77.28 emotional 
form 
76.39 insight 
obsolete 
76.14 figurative 
diction 
75.60 wordy 
75.27 literal 
75.00 colorful 
· idealistic 
monotonous 
74.71 taste 
74.15 artistic 
critical 
talent 
B. DESIRABLE TERMS (Cont.) 
49% to 40% 
49.43 mockheroic 
48.87 heroic 
ponderous 
48.31 grotesque 
ornate 
47.73 pseudo-classical 
rustic 
47.19 fanaticism 
declamatory 
46.59 highflovm 
44.31 tribal 
42.52 high 
C. UNIMPORTANT TERMS 
49% to 40% 
46.06 Gothic 
43.82 sylvan 
.67 
!'''' 
TABLE XI (Continued) 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.,) 
79~ to 70% (Continued) 
73.86 fluent 
sensational 
vigorous 
73 .. 02 eloquent 
national 
power 
scholarly 
72 .. 72 ambiguous 
love 
nature 
71.90 crude 
melancholy 
71.59 satiric 
tedious 
70.78 flowery 
70.45 fantastic 
69% to 60% 
69.65 conventional 
genius 
69.31 melodious 
reflective 
68.53 inspired 
68.18 racial 
stilted 
67.81 treatment 
67 .4J. stirring 
67.04 picturesque 
theatrical 
6 5; 16 restraint 
sensitive 
64~04 polished 
63.63 hackneyed 
62.91 subtle 
62.51 graphic 
superficial 
61.79 affected 
intensity 
versatile 
61.37 fancy 
68 
60.67 psychological 
60.23 cynical 
=======*F=========n· @m~~========================================~======= 
li; :--t 
I 
I 69 
I 
' T.ABLE XI ( Gontinued2 
A. ESSENTIAL TERMS (Cont.) 
59% to 50% • 
• 59.09 low 58.42 elements 
57.9-5 morbid 
'Whimsical 
56.31 harmonious 
56.17 ethical ,r: 
53.93 prosaic 
51.72 integrity 
49% to 40% 
49.43 blood and thunder 
:terse 
46.59 mystic 
46.06 stereotyped 
45.45 insipid 
voluminous 
43.17 sublime 
42.68 domestic 
e 
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TABIE XII 
.LITERARY VOCABULARY 
·ARRANGED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER AND SHOWING OPINIONS OF 
BOTH MASSACHUSETTS TEACHERS AND ALL OTHERS RESPONDING 
e .TO THE SURVEYa 
' ESSENTIAL .DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest ~o- Rest To- Rest To- TQ.-
.. Mass. U.S. tal Mass • u.s. tal .Mass. u.s. tal TAL 
. 
TYPES OF PROSE 
! 
I *abstract 1.5 ll 26 17 22 39 ll ll 22 87 ' 29.88%. I 44:E2% ·. 2.5.28%' 
account 32 29 61 2 10 12 6 8 11+ 87 
70.ll 13.79 16.09 
adage 6 3 9 8 10 18 27 31 58 8.5 
10 • .58 21.17 68:2'4 
address 28 31 .59 7 13 20 .5 3 8 87 
67:13'1 22.98 9.19 
*allegory 33 24 .57 10 20 30 1 l 2 89 
64.04 33.70 2.24 
alma.l1ac 12 21 33 21 20 41 7 6 13 87 
37.93 47.12 11+.94 
*anecdote 37 31 68 6 14 20 l 0 l 89 
76.39 22.46 1.12 
aphorism 4 3 7 21 21 42 1.5 23 38 87 
8.04 48:27 43.67 
*article 38 34 72 6 8 14 0 3 3 89 
8078'9 1.5.72 3.37 
e 
aRead: II.Abstract11 -was considered essential by 1.5 English t~achers 
in Massachusetts, ll outside that state, giving a total of 26, and so 
on. Underlined totals indicate largest totals. Percentages are 
listed below totals. Terms marked w.i th asterisks are also in Cole ts 
essential vocabulary for literature; those with two asterisks are 
not considered essential here. 
I 
I. 
71 
ESSENTI.l\L DESIRABLE tiNIM_EGR.f'lmT LITERARY TERMS 
-Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass. U.S. tal Ma~s. u.s. tal Mass. u.s. tal T.AL 
*aubobiography 38 46 84 3 1 4 0 0 0 88 
-
95:45% 4.54% o% 
*biography 42 43 85 2 2 4 0 0 0 89 
95:5'0 4.49 0 
*composition 41 44 85' 0 3 3 0 0 0 88 
96.49 3.40 0 
*criticism 40 34 74' 5 10 13" ' 1 1 2 89 
83:Y3 14.60 2.24 
*debate 34 40 74 7 7 14 0 0 0 88 
84.09 15.90 0 
*description 43 42 85 1 3 4 0 0 0 89 
95:5'0 4.49 0 
*diary 31 -39 70 8 7 15 2 0 2 87 
80.45 17 .2.4 2.29 
::diatribe 0 2 '2: 17 11 28 26 32 58 88 
2.27 31.81 65:"90 
-'=discourse 18 21 39 21 20 41 2 6 8 88 
44.31 46:'59 9.09 
*editorial 39~ 38 77" 5 7 12 0 0 0 89 
86:5"0 13.48 0 
**epigram 13 10 - 23 24 26 50 4 11 15 88 
26.13 56.81 17.00: 
*essay 41 42 83 2 2 4 0 1 1 88 
94:31 4.54 1.13 
f'amiliar essay 31 22 53 12 19 31 1 4 5 89 
e 59.54 34.82 5.61 
formal essay 27 19 46 12 23 35 2 5 7 88 
52:27 39.77 ?.95 
informal essay 32 24 56 10 17 27 2 4 6 89 
62.91 ~0.33 6.74 
72 
ESSENTI.liL IESIF.ABDE UNIMPORTANT 
LITER.lffiY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest T.o- TO-
Ma.ss.u.s. tal Mass. u.,s. tal. Mass. u.s. tal T.AL 
light essay 30 20.- 50 8 21 . 29. 3 6:~ 9 88 
56.81 32.95 10.22 
-1 personal essay 29 23 52 10 18 . 28 5 4 9 89 
58:4'2 31.49 10.11 
serious essay 27 24 51 11 21 32 3 2 5 88 
57:95 36.36 5.68 
aulogy 18 16 34 17 23 40 8 6 14 88 
38.63 45.45 15.90 
*exposition 37 29 66' 3 14 17 1 4 5 88 
75.00 19.31 
-5.68 
fable Z6 30 . 56 15 15 30 3 0 3 89 
62.91 33.70 3.37 
*fiction 40 46 86 0 1 l. 1 0 1 88 
97-:72 1.13 1.13 
*folklore 28 34. '62' 15 10 25' 1 1 2 89 
69:65 28.08 2.24 
handbook 17 23 40 17 14 31 7 9 16 87 
45.97 35.63 18.39 
*history 44 42 . 86 0 2 2 0 1 1 89 
96-:62 2.24 1.12 
**homily 4 4 ··a· 11 12 29 19 30 49' 86 
9.19 33.72 56.97 
*journal 32 26 .. 58 10 17 27 2 z 4 89 
65:16 30.33 4.49 
*legend 25 32 . 57 13 13 26 1 2 3 86 
(~ 66.,27 30.23 3.48 
letter 40 39 79 3 5 8 1 1 2 89 
88:76 8.98 2.24 
maxim 14 9 23 22 30 52'. 5 8 13 88 
26.13 59."09 14.77 
73 
74 
ESSENTI.AL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT TO..! LITERilRY TERMS .. 
·Rest To- Rest To- Rest.To- TMl . . 
I Mass.u.s. tal Mass. u.s. tal Mass. U.S. tal 
I 
*outline 39 45 84 0 2 2 2 0 2 8, 95.49 2.27 2.27 
*Pamphlet 22 29 51 17 14 31 4 2 6 88 
57:95 35.23 6.82 
:J 
panegyric 5 0 5 20 12 32 16 34 50 
5.74 36.78 57.47 
paper of state 8 6 . 14' 23 21 44 13 17 30 
15.90 50.00 34.09 
81 
**parable 23 19 42 16 27 43 z 1 3 
47.73 48.87 3.40 
*Paragraph 44 45 . 89" 0 0 0 0 0 0 81 99:99 0 0 
*paraphrase 3!. 28 59 10 17 27 0 ,Q> 2 88 
67:04 30.67 2.27 
**Pa.J;o dy l4 12 26. 24 27 51 6 6 12 89 
29.20 57:30 13.48 
prayer 2[) 39 65 ll 8 19 4 0 4 88 
73:U6 21.58 4.54 
! 
"*Prose 44 43 87 0 2 2 b 0 Q 8§i 
97.75 2 •. 24 0 
*Proverb 26 36 62 13 ll 24 2 9 2 88 
70:45 27.27 2.27. 
*report 38 38 76 5 7 12 0 0 0 88 
86.37 13.64 0 
*resume 25 36 61 13 ll 24 3 0 3 88 
-
69.31 27.27 3·40 
*review 38 34 72 5 10 15 1 1 2 89 
80:89 16.85 2.24 
**rhapsody 3 2 5 20 23 43 17 21 38 86 
5.81 5Q.'oo 44.18 
I 
l 75 
I r 
LITERARY TERMS ESSENTIAL 
DES IHAR':W. UNIMPORTANT 
I Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-M.ass.u .•. s .• ,.tal. Ma.ss.v .• s •. tal Mass.u .s. tal TAL 
I 
*.1:-omance 35 35 70 .9 10 19 0 0 0 89 
e I 78:b4 21.34 0 I ! 61 15 *satire 29 32 12 27 0 0 0 88 
69.31 '3.0.67 0 
*sequel 25 25 5o 18 18 36 1 1 2 88 
I 56:81 40.91 2.27 I 
I 
*short story 39 44 83 2 2 4 0 0 0 87 
95:40 4;e59 0 
of action 28 20 48 15 22 37 1 3 4 89 
53.93 41.56 4-49 
of adventure 31 32 63 8 12 20 l 2 3 86 
I 
73.25 23.25 3.48 
I of character 30 20 5o 13 22 35 l 3 4 89 
I 
56.17 39.31 4.49 
of horror 25 25 5o l4 18 32 2 4 6 88 56:-B'l 36.36 6.82 
o.f local color 30 2l 51 13 21 34 1 3 4 89 
57.30 38.19 4-49 
I 
I 56 28 4 I of setting 29 27 ll 17 1 3 88 
63:b3 31.81 4.54 
sh. short story 22 19 41 18 22 40 4 4 8 89 
46.06 44.94 8.98 
*sketch 26 27 53 13 18 31 2 2 4 88 
6o.23 35.23 4.54 
*speech 40 42 82 4 3 7 0 0 0 89 
-
92.13 7.86 0 
story 36 41 77 4 2 6 0 0 0 83 
92.77 7.22 0 
action story 24 17 lJ1 16 23 39 4 4 8 88 
46"39 44.31 9-09 
·-
I 76 ' 
) 
LITERARY TERMS ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.s •. tal Mass u.s. tal Mass. u.s. tal TAL 
*adventure story 30 29 ~ 10 17 27 l 1 2 88 
-
67.0 30.67 2.27 
I 
crime story 2l ll 32· l9 as 
l-1.3 4 7 
ll 88 
36.36 12.50 
detective story 26 27 22. J.4 19 33 1 1 2 88 
6o.23 37.50 2.27 
feature story 20 1.& 39 21 21 1!.?. 3 4 7 88 
44.31 47.73 7 .. 95 
hero story _ 26 23 ~ lO l7 27 5 7 l2 88 
5 • 8 30.67 13.64 
horror story 21 13 34 19 24 43 4 7 ll 88 
38 •. 63 48.87 12.50 
ironic story l7 16 33 18 26 ~00 6 5 ll 88 37.50 l2.50 
mystery story 24 17 41 16 22 38 4 5 9 88 
46"39 43.17 10.22 
sa-tirical story l7 18 35 19 24 
4lf.87 
5 5 10 .. 88 
39.77 ll.36 
sports story 23 17 40 18 20 38 3 7 10 88 
45:45 4J.17 ll.36 
tall story 2:0 24 hltl4 2l 35 7 2 9 88 5o.oo 39.77 10.22 
study 35 32 67 7 lO 17 1 3 4 88 
76.14 19.31 4.54 
*summary 36 45 81 4 2 6 0 0 0 87 
e 93.10 6.89 0 *synopsis 33 35 68 ll 10 2l 0 0 0 89 
II 
76.39 23.59. 0 
I 
*tale 33 36 84~ 6 7 13 0 0 o: 82 l5.85 0 
I 
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. 
-
- ESSE)NTIAL DESIR.ABIE UNIMPORTANT 
. ' 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To.:.. Rest To- TQ-c. 
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass,u.s. tal TAL 
15 15 3'0 
j 
46 ' e epic here tal.e 23 23 6 7 13 89 33.70 5i:b8 14.60 
folk tale 20 28 48 17 18 35 4 l 5 $$ \ 54.54 39.77 5 .. 68 
legendary tale 15 12 27 25 26 51 4 7 ll 89 30.33; 5[;JO 12.35 
of feudal devotion 5 5 10 21 20 4l 15 21 36 87 
ll.49 47.12 41 .. 37 
of the sea 15 ll 26 24 28 52 5 6 ll 89 
29 ... 20 58"J.i2 12.35 
*theme 38 44 82 3 3 6 0 0 0 88 
93.17 6.82 0 
*topic 38 36 74 5 7 l2 1 l 2 88 
8'4:09 13.64 2.27 
l~ract 4 5 9 23 19 42 ''14 23 37 88 
r 10.,22 47:73 4l.o5 
travel book 30 26 56 l3 18 31 l l 2 89 
62.'91 34.82 2 .. 24 
**treatise 8 l 9 24 25 49 9 21 30 88 
10.22 55:b8 34.09 
yarn 21 16 37 15 23 38 8 6 14 89 
i 41.56 42:b8 15.72 
TYPES OF POETRY 
air 10 lO 20 22 25 47 8 12 20 87 
22.98 54.02 22 .. 98 
e anthem 15 10 25 20 27 47 19 8 27 89 
28.08 52:8'0 30.33 
*ballad 36 38 74 4 8 12 0 1 l 87 
8'5.05 13.79 1.14 
border ballad l2 13 ')~5'7':124 27 c~'J 4 7 I'J~), 87 
I 
II I 
98 
li 
I 
' 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABIE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.s. tal Ma.ss.U .S. tal Mass. U.s. tal TAL 
folk ballad 25 24 49 J.4 18 32 5 3 8 89 
e 55.o5, 35.94 8.98 
li tera.r.y ballad 20 20 40 15 20 35 9 5 J.4 89 
44-94 39.31 15.72 
sea ballad 13 16 29 24 25 ~3 6 9 87 33.33 31 10.34 
-
ballade 5 4 9 14 12 26 25 29 54 89 
10.11 29.20 6o.b7 
: *blank verse 37 33 70 3 12 15 1 ·2 3 88 
i 79"34 17.04 3 .. 40 I 
! 
5 4 14 I chant .9 20 27 47 19 33 89 I 
10.11 52":8o 37.07 
I charm 15 13 28 13 14 27 13 19 
36.* 
87 I 
' 32..18 31.03 
*dirge 7 8 15 21 28 
s1.o5 
l6 9 25 89 
l6.85 28.08 
ditty l2 lO 22 24 25 
s¥.68 
5 12 l7 88 
25.00 l9.31 
.. 
doggerel 11 6 l7 24 27 5l 9 l2 2l 89 
l9.09 0:30 23.59 
if-elegy 28 26 2! l2 20 32 l l 2 88 
6l.37 36.36 2.27 
*epic 34 30 64 9 11 20 1 3 4 88 
72. 72~ 22.72 5.68 
epitaph 27 21 48 l3 24 37 l 2 3 88 
e 54"34 4J..o5 3.40 
*free verse 34 32 66 9 l2 2l l l. 2 89 
74:I5 23.59 2.24 
gospel 19 15 34 15 26 4l 7 5 l2 87 
39.08 47.12 l3.79 
I I 79 
I 
I 
'·.~· 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT LTIERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass. u.s. tal TAL 
hymn 28 21 ~ 13 22 35 3 2 5 89 
~ 5 .o5 39.31 5.61 
~ 
*idyl 28 16 .hlh 12 25 37 l 6 7 88 
5o.oo 4l.o5 7.95 
lament 9 ll 20 a) 25 51 9 9 18 89 
22.46 57.30 20.22: 
lay 15 ll 26 20 24 hlt 6 12 18 88 29.55 5o.oo 20.45 
litany 8 3 ll 20 21-41 16 ZL 37 89 
12.35 46.06 41.56 
*lyric 4l 37 78 3 6 9 0 2 2 89 
87764 lO.ll 2.24 
madi:igal 5 2 7 25 23 48 ll 22 33 88 7.95 5434 37.50 
-· 
~ood poem ll 5 16 24 31 55 9 9 18 89 
17.97 61.79 20.22 
*ode 3l 22 53 9 22 31 l 3 4 88 
66.23 35.23 4.54 
~astora1 17 15 32 19 23 1!g 8 7 15 89 
35.94 47.19 16.85 
poem 40 43 83 l. 4 5 0 0 0 88 
94-31 5.68 .0 
--
*Poetry 43 43 86 1. .2 3 0 0 0 ~9 96:b2 3-37 0 
psalm 30 34 § 10 12 22 ·1 1 2 88 
- 72.72 25.00 2.27 ., 
-· 
requiem ll 8 19 17 29 ~ 16 8 24 89 21.34 51. 8 26.96 
**revezy ll 4 15 21 29 5o 9 l4 23 88 
17.04 ;'6:8'1 26.13 
/\ 
.--:--
-
-
I ~ . ~ .. ~ '-.. 
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ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To~ Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass. U.s. tal Mass.-U .s. tal Mass.U .s. tal TAL 
riddle 16 10 26 16 29 45 12 6 18 89 
29.>20 5o"36 20.22 
roman 4 0 4 18 20 38 18 25 43 85 
4•70 44.70 50~8 
~saga 13 6 19 23 31 .2!t 8 7 15 88 
21.;58 61.37 17.04 
song 31 33 64 8 13 21 2 1 3 88 
72~72 23.86 3.40 
*sonnet 34 32 66 10 ll 21 0 1 1 88 
75:00 2.3.B6 l.l.3 
Elizabethan 29 21 5o 9 16 25 6 7 13 . 88 
56:1jl 28.4J. 14.77 
.. 
Italian 23 9 32 17 28 l!2 1 10 ll 88 
36.36 51.13 12.50 
Shakesperean 24 20 ~ 14 18 32 6 7 13 89 49. 3 35.94 14.6o 
spiritual 24 26 51 13 19 32 3 2 5 88 
57.95 36.36 5.68 
threnody 3 3 6 8 11 19 33 31 64 89 
6.74 21.34 71.90 
TYPES OF DRAMA 
ballet 9 15 24 22 21 s 10 ll 2J. 88 
27.27 48. 7 23.86 
**burlesque 13 14 27 19 25 44 12 5 17 88 
30.67 51.13 19.31 
e c:inema 22 33 ~ 15 13 28 4 1 5 88 62. 1 31.81 5.68 
*comedy 38 38 76 6 3 9 0 2 2 87 
87.35 10.34 2.29 
comedy of manners 14 12 26 u ~ 9~: 1~ ,10 19 89 29.20 -< 4 .13 21.34 
I 
I 81 
I 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABIE UNIMPORTAl\lT 
LITERARY TERMS '" Rest ·To'""' Rest To-. Rest To- .To-
Mass • .u.s. tal Mass.u.s .. tal Mass.u.s. tal T.AL 
musical comedy 23 28 .51 13 17 30 . 4 2 6 87 
--~ 
.58:62 34.48 6~89 
u 
semi--comedy lO 6 16 21 28 49 12 ll 23 88 
18 .. 18 55:'68 26.13 
*drama 40 46 86 0 l l 0 0 0 87 
98:US l.o:l4 0 
.. 
of social purpose 26 21 47 ll 22 33 3 4 7 87 
.54.02 37.93 8.04 
*farce 23 24 47 18 19 37 3 2 s 89 
.52:150 4L . .56 .5.61 
interlude l9 6 25 lS 2.5 40 7 16 23 88 
28.4l 45:4S 26.13 
~as que l2 8 20 16 25 41 16 ll 27 88 
22.72 4b..59 30,.67 
*melodrama 31 29 60 9 16 25 l 2 3 88 
68 .. 18 28.4l 3 .. 40 
Miracle l2 lO 22 23 25 48 9 lO l9 89 
24. 7l 53':93 2l . .34 
motion picture 35 . 4.5 80 4 2 6 2 0 2 88 9~ 6.82 2.27 
Morality l2 9 2l 24 27 .5l 8 9 l7 89 
23 • .59 57.30 l9.09 -
musical 
extravaganza 9 lO 19 23 27 so 9 lO l9 88 
21.;;8 .56:"81 2l • .58 
' .. 
Mystery l4 l4 28 22 23 4.5 8 8 16 89 
G 31.4.5 55:.56 l7.97 
opera 24 31 55 16 l4 30 l 2 3 88 
62:51 34.09 3.40 
oratorio 3 4 7 1.5 28 43 26 l3 39 89 
7.86 4'B';31 43.82 
.. II -~ 
" 
-· ---
-· 
I 
I 
' 
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' ESSENTIAL DESIR.ABIE UNIMPOR'RANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest TO=;- Rest To-. Rest To-- TQ.,. 
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u~s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
movie 30 43 73 8 3 11 3 l 4 88 
e 82.95 12.50 4.54 
movie short 15 ll 26 19 28 47 10 6 16 89 
29.20 ,5'2;80 17.97 
I 
pageant 28 28 56 12 1$ 27 1 4 5 88 
I 
63:03 30.67 5.68 
'! pantomime 22 23 45 22 21 43 0 1 1 89 
II play 
5o :56 48.31 1.12 
39 42 81 1 3 4 0 1 1 86 
94.18 4.65 1.16 
IIJ 
N~tivity play 10 8 18 23 26 49 11 11 22. 89 
20.22 55.05 24.71 
. one....act play 36 35 71 5 12 17 0 0 0 88 
80:68 19.51 0 
play .... poem 9 1 10 16 28 44 19 16 35 89 
11.23 49.43 39.31 I 
revenge play 9 9 18 17 28 45 13 10 23 86 
20.93 52.32 26.74 
stage play 20 25 45 18 16 34 6 4 10 89 
I 5o -;56 38.19 11.23 
revue 11 14 25 19 25 44 ll 8 19 88 
28.41 5Q:'oo 21.58 
screen 33 30 63 9 l2 21 2 3 5 89 
707"78 23.59 5.61 
e skit 
16 28 44 17 17 34 8 2 10 88 5o:Oo 38.63 11.36 
tableau 17 14 31 21 25 46 6 6 12 89 
34.82 51.68 13.48 
~tragedy 40 42 82 1 5 6 0 0 0 88 
93.17 6.82 0 
II I 
' 83 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNThl:PORT.ANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
'f.rag. of blood 11 l l2 18 27 ~ 15 17 32 89 
-
13.~.8 5o •. 6 35.94 
tragi-comedy 25 12 37 13 25 38 2 10 12 87 
42.52 43:b7 13.79 
var~~W show 13 11 24 15 27 42 16 7 23 89 26 •. 96 47.19 25.83 
WORDS USED IN DISCUSSlliG 
BOTH NOVELS Ml'D PLAYS . 
*action 38 44 82 0 2 2 0 0 0 84 
97:b1 2.38 0 
falling action 27 23 5o 10 16 26 6 7 12 88 5~ 29.55 13.64 
rising action 40 32 72 1 12 13 0 33 3 88 8i:B2 14.77 3.40 
antagonist 22 19 ~ 13 19 32 ~ 7 15 88 
46. 9 36.36 17.P4 
*a.nticlima:x: 33 26 ~ 7 17 24 1 4 5 .88 
67.04 27.27 5.68 
*atmosphere 135 33 68 9 11 20 0 l 1 89 76.39 22.46 1.12 
*caricature 29 25 54 12 21 33 0 1 1 88 
61:37 31.50 1.13 
*catastrophe 27 26 .22. 22 16 28 4 3 1 88 6o.23 31.81 ?.95 
central idea 40 42 82 l 5 .... 6 0 0 0 88 e 93:17 6.82 ,o 
iEcharacter 41 40 81 0 2 2 0 1 1 84 
96:42 2.38 1.16 
central char. 40 41 81 1 6 7 0 0 0 88 
92:5'4 7.95 0 
~ '' 
I I 
I: 
8J~ 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
' 
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Ma.ss.U .s. tal TAL 
cliat.development 38 4l. 79 3 6 9 0 0 0 88 
.e 89.76 10.22 0 
i char.portrayal 37 32 ~ 4 10 14 3 3 6 89 
i 77. 2 15.72 6.74 
chief character 40 38 78 3 7 lO 1 0 1 89 
87:b4 11.23 l.l2 
evolving char. 22 1.5 37 15 29 
_l.too 4 3 7 88 u.o5 1.95 
minor character 38 35 12. 5 8 13 1 2 3 89 82.01 1.4.6o 3.37 
*characterization 36 45 81 5 2 7 0 0 0 88 
92.04 7.95 0 
*cl:imax 40 35 [{:5- 4 8 12 0 2 2 89 
84.26 13.48 2.24 
highest point 
of :interest 38 39 ~· 1 7 8 1 l 2 87 
88. 0 9.19 2.29 
complication 31 25 56 12 19 31 1 l 2 89 
62.91 34.82 2.24 
conclusion 4l 44 85 0 2 .2 0 1 l 88 
96:49 2.27 1.13 
conflict 38 34 72 4 ll l5 1 0 ,1 88 
81:-52 17.04 1.13 
conversation 37 4l 78 3 6 9 1 0 l 88 
88"'32 10.22 1.13 
-' 
crisis 37 32 ~ 5 12 17 l 1 2 88 78. 0 19.31 2.27 
" 
turning point 38 37 rt9 2 10 12 0 0 .o 87, 
86.20 : 13.79 0 
**delil::tea te 12 12 24 23 24 47 6 ll 17 88 
' 
27.27 .53:40 19.31 
r: Jl 
85 
--
EsSENTIAL DES !RABIE 1mi.MPORTANT I 
LITERARY TERMS Rest T~ Rest To- Rest To-o TQ-
Mass.u.s_. tal Mass.u.s.·tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
• 
[**denouement 19 14 33 1.5 22 37 10 9 19 89 
37.07 41.56 21.34 
~epict 20 19 39 18 23 41 3 5 8 88 
44.31 40.59 9.09 
*environment 36 33 69 6 11 17 2 1 3 89 
77-:52 19.09 3.37 
-i-.<episode 30 27 57 9 18 27 2 2 4 88 
64.76 30.67 4.54 
.event 36 3.5 71 6 9 15 2 1 3 89 
79-:76 16.85 3.37 
*hero 36 41 77 4 5 9 1 1 2 88 
-·-.... 
87:-51 10.22 2.27 
*heroine 38 40 78 5 .5 10 l 0 l 89 
87:64 11.23 1.12 
*incident 33 42 75 7 4 11 1 l 2 88 
85.2'3 12 • .5o 2.27 
keynote 28 23 51 11 18 29 4 4 8 88 
57.95 32.95 9.09 
*local color 35 38 73 6 9 15 0 0 0 88 
82.95 17.04 0 
mood 36 30 66 7 15 22 0 0 0 88 I 
7.S:00 25.00 0 
motivation 25 34 59 16 13 29 0 0 0 88 
67:54 32.95 0 
•• 
*motive 34 33 67 8 11 19 1 l 2 88 
76:14 21..58 2.27 
I 
narrator 28 39 67 12 8 20 l 0 1 88 
7b.l4 22.?2 1.13 
opposing forces 36 32 68 5 13 18 2 0 2 88 
77.28 20.45 2.27 
,8 6 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAI 
*Outcome 32 39 7l 6 7 l3 2 l 3 87 
8l.60 14.94 3.44 
e place 4l 37 78 2 7 9 l l 2 89 
87:b4 lO.ll 2.24 
*plot 42 40 82 l 4 5 0 0 0 87 
94.25 5.74 0 
plot construction.~ 34 35 69 7 9 l6 0 3 3 88 
I . 78.40 l8 .. l8 3.40 
35 3l 66 7 ll l8 2 2 86 , plot development 0 
II 76:'74 20.93 2.]2 
~portrayal 27 32 59 l3 l3 26 l 2 3 88 
I 67.04 29.55 3.40 
problem 34 32 66 8 lO l8 2 3 5 89 
74.l5 20.22 ).6l 
protagonist l7 7 24 l8 23 4l 6 l7 23 88 
27.27 46:5'9 26.l3 
relief 2) l) ho l4 27 4l 5 3 8 89 
44:94 46-:G6 8.98 
*setting 38 43 8l 3 4 7 0 0 0 88 
92:04 7-95 0 
situation 34 28 62 8 l6 24 2 l 3 89 69-:65 26.96 3.37 
solution 3l 38 69 9 9 l8 l 0 l 88 
78:40 20.45 l.l3 
stream o.f consciousness 6 4 lO 22 20 42 l) 20 35 87 
ll.49 48:27 40.22 
struggle 34 37 7l 6 lO l6 l 0 l 88 
80:68 l8.l8 l.l3 
subject 39 3l 70 5 l2 l7 0 2 2 89 
78:64 l9.09 2.24 
'
1 subject-matter 34 40 74 6 7 l3 l 0 l 88 
() -_ 
-
~~ 
- -~ 
--=T'T 'T'*;;;T 
I 87 
I 
! 
I ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To~ Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal T.AL 
I 
*suspense 38 39 77 6 5 ll 0 l l 89 
e 86'"30 12.35 l.l2 
theme 38 37 75 5 6 ll 0 l 1 87 
86.20 12.64 l.l4 
central theme 34 28 62 9 16 25 l l 2 89 
69:b5 28.08 2.24 
I universal theme 31 37 68 6 8 14. 4 2 6 88 
77-:28 15.9:0 6.82 
time 39 40 ]2- 4 5 9 0 0 0 88 
89.76 10.22 0 
7 *rillain 35 35 70 8 lO 18 1 0 l 89 78:b4 20.22 l.l2 
WORDS USED llif DioCUSSING 
PLA.YS .ALONE 
*act 40 45 85 0 2 2 l 0 1 88 
96:Ii9 2.'Z/ 1.13 
actor 44 41 85 0 3 3 0 1 1 89 
9530 3.37 1.12 
actress 38 45 83 2 2 4 1 0 l 88 
94.31 4.54 1.13 
aria 4 6 10 16 20 36 24 19 43 89 I I 
ll.23 40.44 48.31 I 
aside 32 33 .65 8 13 21 1 l 2 88 
737&> 23.86 2.27 
e audience 42 41 §2 2 3 5 0 l 1 89 93.25 5.61 1.12 
I 
I auditor 17 17 34 2.0 2.6 46 4 4 8 88 38.63 '52:27 9·09 
1391 backdrop 20 20 4o 19 19 38 5 6 ll 
44.94 42.68 12.35 
. 
88 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABIE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
.:i Mass. u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass~u.s. tal TAL 
buf'foonery 8 6 14 27 30 51 6 ll 17 88 
·-: 15 .. 90 64.76 19.31 
cast of Characters 43 39 82 l 5 6 0 l l. 89 
92:13 6.74 1.12 
catharsis 2 2 4 20 18 38 19 27 46 88 
4.54 43.17 52.Zl 
chorus 26 21 47 14 19 33 4 5 9· 89 52 :EO 37.07 10.11 
company 29 27 56 7 18 25 5 2 7 88 
6376'3 28.41 7.95 
curtain 38 43 81. 1 4 5 2 0 2 88 
92:54 5.68 2.27 
curtain speech 17 14 31 23 25 48 4 6 10 89 
34.82 53.'93 11.23 
cycle 18 11 29 18 26 44 5 lO 15 88 
32.95 5Q."oo 17.04 
deli very of liiies 27 26 53 15 16 31. 2 3 5 ·. 89 
5904 34 .. 82 5 .. 61 
deus ex machina 3 3 6 22 13 35 16 31 47 88 
6.82 39.77 53:40 
*dialogue 43 40 83 1 5 6 0 0 0 89 
93:25 6.74 0 
dramatization 34 40 74 5 7 12 2 0 2 88 
84.09 13.64 2.27 
• 
dressing room 20 23 43 14 11 25 10 11 21 89 
48.31 28.08 23.59 
"**6pilogue 17 19 36 24 a 45 3 5 8 89 
40.44 50.56 8.98 
:fading 15 14 29 19 24 43 7 9 16 88 
32. 95,. 40.87 18.18 
,, 
II 
I\ 89 
II 
' 
I ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UN IMPORTANT I LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TQo:o :Ivass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
I film 35 35 70 7 9 16 2 1 3 89 e 7S:64 17.97 3.37 
footlights 30 33 63 7 13 20 4 l 5 88 
71.59 2'2.72 5.68 
groundling ll 5 16 13 24 37 20 16 36 89 
17.97 41.56 40.44 
II "hutu 5 2 7 16 17 33 20 28 48 88 
7.95 37.50 54.54 
:interpolation 11 11 22 18 17 35 15 17 32 89 
24.71 39.31 35.94 
leading person 32 40 72 4 5 9 5 2 7 88 
81.82 10.22' 7.95 
libretto 9 5 14 13 2Z 35 22 18 40 89 
15.72 39.31 44:S4 
-
manager 28 35 63 9 10 19 4 2 6 88 
71.59 21.58 6.82 
*monologue 
' 
28 31 59 15 12 27 l 2 3 89 
66."28 30.33 3.37 
part 34 41 75 3 6 9 4 0 4 88 
85.23 10.22 4.54 
pit 19 9 28 18 28 46 7 8 15 89 
31.45 51768 16.85 
player 36 42 78 2 5 7 3 0 3 88 
8&.62 7.95 3.40 
playgoer 37 24 61 6 15 21 1 6 7 89 
-
68.53 23.59 7.86 
playhouse 33 38 71 5 7 12 3 2 5 88 
80.68 l3e64 5.68 
production 37 30 67 6 12 18 1 3 4 89 
75.27 20.22 4.49 
I 
II 90 
1\ 
II 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE Ul'iiMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rept To- Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
*prologue 32 28 60 8 16 24 l 3 4 88 
-
:··: ... :· 68.l8 27 .'Z( 4.54 
properties 36 35 71 8 8 16 0 2 2 89 
79.76 17.97 2.24 
props 33 37 70 6 9 15 2 l 3 88 
79:5'4 17.04 3.40 
proscenium 4 8 12 23 23 46 17 14 31 89 
13.48 5l.68 34.82 I 
proscenium pillar l 5 6 l9 18 37 21 24 45 88 
6.82 41.05 5l.l3 
radio 41 34 75 3 9 12 0 0 0 87 
8b.2o 13.79 0 
i radio broadcast 30 44 74 9 3 12 2 0 2 88 84.09 13.64 2.27 
radio studio 35 24 59 7 17 24 l 2: 3 86 
69.40 27.90 3.48 
repartee 18 15 33 21 29 .. 5o 2 3 5 88 
37.50 5b.8l 5.68 
I 
role 38 37 75 5 8 13 l 0 l 89 
84.26 l4.6o 1.12 
royalties 26 22 48 l4 18 32 4 5 9 89 
53.93 35.94 lO.ll 
scenario 23 26 49 16 l4 30 5 5 10 89 
I 55.o5 33.70 11.23 
*scene 36 43 79 5 3 8 l 0 l 88 e 89:76 9.09 1.13 
scenery 38 44 82 3 3 6 0 0 0 88 
93.].:7 26 • .B~ 0 
set 35 33 68 8 11 19 1 l 2 89 
7'6.39 21.34 2.24 
I 
II 
1/ 91 
i 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- To-
Mass. u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
shovvm:mship 22 32 -54 16 15 31 3 Q. 3 88 
,,...;, 61.37 35.23 3.40 ~ 
slapstick 23 15 38 15 26 41 6 3 9 88 
43.17 46:5'9 10.22 
ii<s·oliloquy 35 36 71 5 9 14 1 2 3 88 8'0";68 15.90 3.40 
so1m.d ef'f'ects 33 31 64 10 14 Z:4 l 0 1 89 
71.90 26.96 1.12 
stage 40 47 87 0 0 0 1 0 1 88 
98:86 0 1.13 
bare stage 24 20 44 14 16 30 6 9 15 89 
49.43 ~3.70 16.85 
p1atf'orm stage 23 20 43 14 22 36 4 5 9 88 
48.87 40.91 10.22 
stage business 21 24 45 21 14 35 2 7 9 89 
50.56 39.31 10.11 
stage direction 34 36 70 6 10 16 1 1 2 88 
79.54 18.18 2.27 
stage machinery 13 18 31 23 17 40 8 10 18 89 
34.82 44.94 20.22 
-·· 
station 16 21 37 15 . 16 31 10 10 20 88 
41.05 35.23 22.72 
stock f'igure 17 7 24 16 31 47 ll 7 18 89 
26.96 52 :So 20.22 
theater 36 42 78- 4· 4 8 1 1 2 88 
.---... 
88.62 9.09 2.27 
"- tmities 16 13 29 19 19 38 9 13 22 89 
32.57 42:6'8 24.71 
*unity 30 34 64 8 lO 18 3 3 6 88 
72:72 20.45 6.82 
-I II 
9'2 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass.u.s. tal Mass. U.S. tal Mass.u.s. tal TAL 
''"Wings 23 24 47 i4 17 31 7 4 11 89 
52:80 34.82 12.35 
-· 
ORDS USED IN DISCUSSING POETRY 
*accent 40 40 80 1 7 8 0 0 0 88 
90:90 9.09 ' 0 
alexandrine 5 3 8 12 ll 23 27 30 57 88 
9.09 26.13 64776 
i amphibrach 2 7 15 13 28 21 32 53 88 
' 7.95 31 .. 81 60-:2'3 IJ 
! 
' anapestic 15 13 28 21 17 38 7 l4 21 87 
32.18 43:67 24.13 
assonance 13 7 20 21 24 45 7 16 23 88 
22.72 51.13 26.13 
beat 37 27 64 5 12 17 2 4 6 87 
7306 17.54 6.89 
**cadence 18 20 38 20 22 42 3 5 8 88 
43.17 4'1773 9.09 
**canto 10 6 16 20 25 45 14 12 26 87 
18.39 51.72 29.88 
chivalry 20 23 43 14 20 34 7 4 ll 88 
48:8"7 38.63 12.50 
conceit 8 3 ll 12 15 27 19 26 45 83 
13.25 32.53 54.21 
*couplet 36 33 69 4 14 18 l 0 l 88 
78-:Eo 20.45 1.13 
closed couplet 12 10 22 15 19 34 16 15 31 87 
25.28 39-:<58 35.63 
heroic couplet 26 17 43 11 26 37 4 4 8 88 
48:E7 41.05 9.09 
~*dactylic 18 12 30 17 18 35 6 13 19 84 
35.71 4i-:66 22.61 
93 
lTERARY TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
R est To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Ill Mass U.S. · tal Mass U.S. tal :Mass U.S •. tal TAL 
lldimeter 19 ll 30 l7 22 39 5 l4 l9 88 
34.09 44.31 21.58 
e emphasis 34 27 6l 8 l4 22 l 4 5 88 
69:31 25.00 5.68 
envoy 4 6 lO l7 25 42 20 l6 36 88 
ll.36 47-:'73 40.91 
*foot 36 29 . 65 8 lO l8 0 6 6 89 
73.02 20.22 6.?4 
heptameter l7 ll 28 2l 24 45 3 l2 l5 88 
3l.8l 5l.l3 17.04 
~Hthexameter .19 lO 29· 2l 25 46 4 lO l4 89 
32.57 51:68 15.72 
*iambic 26 24 5o l3 2l 34 2 2 4 88 
56-:-B'l 38.63 4.54 
kenning 2 4 6 l4 ll 25 25 28 53 84 
7.l4 29.76 63.09 
line 36 36 72 8 6 l4 0 3 3 89 
80:8'9 15.72 3.37 
end-stopped line l2 8 20 l6 l7 33 l5 20 35 88 
22.72 37.50 39-:'77 
measure 33 24 57 7 2l 28 2 l 3 88 
64.76 3l.8l 3.40 
~tcmeter 4l 30 7l 3 ll l4 0 4 4 89 
79-:'76 15.72 4.49 
manometer 20 l4 34 17 2l 38 4 l2 l6 88 
38.63 43.17 l8.l8 
~motif 8 5 l3 2l 2l 42 l4 l8 32 87 
l4.94- 48:27 36.78 
octameter l7 l3 30 l8· 23 4l 6 ll l7 88 
34.09 46'39 l9.3l 

.II ,1; 
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ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE. UNIMPORTANT 
LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-· 
.i Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal TAL 
11! 
I' . 23 21 44 16 22 38 2 4 6 88 · *scansJ.on 
I 50.00 43.17 6.82 
-
I 16 I sestet ll 27 20 19 39 8 15 23 89 
'I 30.33 43.82 25.83 
:I sonnet sequence 16 8 24 17 23 40 8 16 24 88 
I 27.27 45:45 ?.7.27 
jj *stanza 40 37 77 4 6 10 0 1 1 88 
. Bi:Sl .' "--'>\+i.36 .1.13 
ballad stanza 26 ll 37 ll 30 41 4 6 10 88 
41.05 46:59 11.36 
lyric stanza 18 12 30 13 20 33 13 12 25 88 
34.09 37:50 28.41 
Spenserian 9 8 17 25 25 50 7 14 21 88 
19.31 56:-8'1 23.86 
~~stress 30 28 58 ll 12 23 3 5 8 89 
6).16 25.83 8.98 
syllable 34 38 72 6 7 13 1 2 3 88 
8l:B'2 l4-77 3.40 
tetrameter 13 9 22 23. 24 47 8 12 20 89 
24.71 52:-8"0 22.46 
trimeter 23 13 36 14 26 40 4 8 12 88 
40.91 45:45 13.64 
**trochaic 15 12 27 23 22 45 6 ll 17 89 
30.33 5o :-56 19.09 
verse 40 38 78 l 7 8 0 2 2 88 
. 88:62 9.09 2.27 
-
*verse .form 29 25 54 13 16 29 2 3 5 88 
. 61:37 32.95 5.68 
*versification 28 25 53 11 19 30 2 3 5 88 
60:23 34.09 . 5.68 
tnt J "-;' 
If 
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ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
i,!:.ITEBARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
II Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. "tal Mass U.S • . tal TAL 
J· ORDS RELATED TO LITERARY HISTORY 
e I *chronicles 20 25 45 21 13 34 3 7 10 89 5o06 38.19 11.23 
il 38 ! *classic 39 77 3 7 10 0 0 0 87 
88-:)o ll.49 0 
classicism 24 ·23 47 19 16 35 1 6 7 89 
52:8'0 39.31 7.86 
*contemporary 41 47 88 0 0 0 0 0 0 88 
100-. 0 0 
..,A-culture 34 29 63 8 9 17 2 6 8 88 
71:3'9 19.31 9.09 
**decadence 15 9 24 19 28 47 7 10 17 88 
28.41 53:4'0 19.31 
*discipline 21 18 39 l4 18 32 9 9 18 89 
43-;s2 35.94 20.22 
~f-extant 17 8 25 17 27 44 7 12 19' 88 
28.41 5o.oo 21.)8 
II **hmnanist 18 14 32 1) 23 38 ll 8 19 89 35.94 42:68 21.34 
*idealism 31 28 59 9 15 24 3 2 5 88 
67:04 27.27 ).68 
' 
*individualism 21 26 47 17 16 33 3 5 8 88 
53:40 37.)0 9•09 
*interpretation 37 37 74 7 8 l5 0 0 0, 89 
83.13 16 •. 85 0 
literary fashion 22 24 46 16 19 35 3 4 7 88 
56:27 39.77 7.95 
literary heritage 34 26 60 " 6 17 23 3 2 5. 88 
68.18 26.13 5.68 
literary shrine 17 11 28 18 28 46 6 8 14 88 
31.81 )2:27 1).90 
I 
ill 
' ., 
1: 97 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
IUITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass .u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal T_4.L 
I 
*literature· 43 42 8.5 l 2 3 0 1 1 89 
95:'50 3.37 1.12 
,.-. 
•• *movement 30 24 ".54 8 20 28 3 3 6 88 61 .. 37 31.81 6.82 
-amysticism 10 12 22 24 22 46 10 11 21 89 
24.71 5l.68 23 • .59 
-~philosophy 32 31 63 7 1.5 22 2 l 3 88 
71:59 2_5.00 3.40 
**precedent 19 18 37 19 20 39 6 7 13 89 
41 • .56 43.82 14.60 
*predecessor 29 30 59 10 1.5 2.5 2 2 4 88 
67:04 28.41 4 • .54 
*realism 36 39 ' 7.5 8 6 l4 0 0 0 89 
84:26 1.5.72 ·:0 
*representative 3.5 33 68 5 12 17 l 2 3 88 
77:28 19.31 3.40 
-i*-romanticism 36 38 74 7 7 14 l 0 1 89 
83.13 15 .. 72 1.12 
sentimentalism 2.5 22 47 13 22 3.5 3 3 6 88 
.53.40 39.77 6.82 
! **theology 18 1.5 33 14 21 3.5 12 8 20 88 
37 • .50 39.77 • ·22. 72 
*tradition 3.5 32 67 6 14 20 0 l l 88 
76-:Th 22.72 1.13 
~*transcendentalism 9 10 19 19 19 38 16 16 32 89 
~ 21.34 42.68 3.5.94 
~ 
~ 
*transition 30 30 60 10 16 26 1 1 2 88 
68.18 29.55 2.27 
AUTHORS AND DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 
-~anonymous 
-
42 38 80 2 7 9 0 0 0 89 
89:13"8 10.11 0 
98 
tTERIL.11Y TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTAJ.~'P 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Ill Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U •. S. tal TAL 
tuthor 40 45 85 0 2 2 l 0 l 88 
I 
96:49 2.27 1~13 
'.bard 23 28 51 19 12 31 2 5 7 89 
57.30 34.82 7.86 
biographer 41 46 87 0 l l 0 0 0 88 
98:-86 1.13 Q 
chronicler 17 23 40 22 12 34 5 10 15 89 
44:94 38.19 16.85 
classicist 22 17 39 18 26 44 l 3 4 87 
44.82 %57 4 •. 59 
*collaborator 30 31 61 ll ll 22 3 3 6 89 
68"33 24.71 6 •. 74 
*critic 38 41 79 3 6 9 0 0 0 88 
897'76 10.22 
-
0 
~~dramatist 43 41 84 l 4 5 0 0 0 89 
II essayist 
94"38 5.61 0 
39 4l 8o 2 6 8 0 0 0 88 
90.90 9..09 0 
gleeman 7 7 l4 20 23 43 17 15 32 89 
15 •. 72 48.,31 35.94 
hack 10 16 26 22 20 42 9 11 20 88 
29 •. 55 47 •. 73 22.7,2 
harpist 9 9 18 19 21 40 16 l~ 31 89 
20 .. 22 44~94 34.82 
historian 38 42 80 3 5 8 0 0 0 88 
90 •. 90 9.09 0 
e· humorist 39 39 78 4 6 10 l 0 l 89 
87:64 11.23 1.12 
jongleur 2 6 8 l4 17 31 24 23 47 86 
9.30 36.04 54:05 
II 
II 
"l'l"'''" 
lTERARY TERMS 
Ill 
r 
J
reudonym 
\l 
II ~alist 
I 
II 
rrrter 
:c:::i.t 
s.: virist 
scrp 
I' so)Jneteer 
st~ry-teller 
;j 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE ill~IMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal TAL 
27 
33 
30 
31 
36 
7 
16 
32 
27 54 13 16 29 l 
61.37 32.95 
36 72 8 8 16 0 
80:E9 17.97 
36 69 5 ll 16 3 
78:40 18.18 
29 . 59 13 l5 28 l 
66~8 31.45 
21 52 10 24 34 0 
59:17 39.08 
4 5 88 
5.68 
l l 89 
1.12 
0 3 88 
3.40 
l 2 89 
2.24 
l l 87 
l.J,.4 
31 67 8 12 20 0 2 2 89 
75:27 22.46 2.24 
6 13 18 22 40 16 18 34 87 
14.94 45797 39.08 
18 34 
38.19 
34 66 
75:'00 
20 20 40 
44.94 
9 12 21 
23.86 
8 
0 
7 15 89 
16.85 
l l 88 
1.13 
1\ tr0ubador ll ll 22 17 26 43 16 
Ill 24.71 48.31 
8 24 89 
26.96 
ve1sifier l9 l7 40~~l l7 24 46~9 5 
FolMs OF SPEECH AND LITERARY DEVICES 
*al~teration 34 31 65 10 ll 21 0 
!I 73~2 23.59 
36 34 70 5 ll 26 0 
79:54 29.55 
6 ll 88 
12.50 
3 3 89 
3.37 
2 2 88 
2. 27 
anachronism 24 14 38 18 21 39 2 10 12 89 
42.68 43:82 13.48 
29 26 55 ll 20 ' 31 l 
62:31 35.23 
II 
l 2 88 
2.27 
100 
'I"''' 
II 
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rlkTERARY TERMS ESSENTIAL 'DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT Rest to- Rest To-· Rest To- TO-
Ill Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. ~al TAL 
"*I antithesis l3 l6 29 26 2l 47 5 8 l3 89 
I 32.57 52:8"0 l4.6o 
-
apostrophe 23 l8 4l l4 22 36 4 7 88 ll 
46:59 40.9l l2.50 
assonance 7 8 l5 28 22 5o 9 14 20 88 
l7.04 5b.Sl 26.l3 
balance 26 l7 43 ll 23 :34 4 7 ll 88 
48:87 38.63 l2.50 
rthos 6 3 9 l4 20 34 24 22 ~ 89 lO.ll 38.l9 5l. 8 
l2 6 l8 l8 30 48 lO ll 2l 87 1\ombast 20.68 5s:I7 24.l3 
!I ll . l. 36 72 8 ' 8 l6 0 l l 89 .: o oqm.a ~sm. 
ii 80:89 l7.97 l.l2 !I 
1! 
bontrast 35 38 73 6 9 l5 0 0 0 88 
II 
82:95 l7.04 0 
evice 25 25 5o 'l6 l2 28 3 8 ll 89 
!\ 
56.l7 3l.45 l2.35 
~E- j.ialect 35 39 74 6 7 l3 0 l l 88 
I 84.09 :1!4.77 l.l3 
~~gression 25 24 49 l5 l4 29 4 7 ll 89 
~lphRism 55:05 32.57 l2.35 ll 5 l6 2l 30 5l 9 l2 2l 88 
l8.l8 57.95 23.86 
*E ~aggeration 36 32 68 7 9 l6 l 4 .5 89 I 76-:39 l7 .97 ' 5.6l 
e 
**f antasy 25 l7 ·42 l6 27 43 0 3 3 88 
47.73 48:8"7 3.40 
fate 30 27 57 lO l6 26 4 2 6 89 
64.04 29.20 6.74 
-' 
.:.I 
• Jl'f I 
:r 
LITERARY TERMS 
£igure of speech 
£un 
humor 
~l-hyperbole 
*idiom 
*imagery 
impression 
-*irony 
*language 
figurative lang. 
picture lang. 
**mannerism 
*metaphor 
mixed metaphor 
metonymy 
..• 
-...1!· 
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ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal Mass u.s. tal TAL 
38 40 78 3 7 lO 0 0 0 88 
88:02 ll.36 0 
29 28 57 9 l4 23 6 3 9 89 
64:54 25.83 lO.ll 
40 44 84 l 3 4 0 0 0 88 
95745 4.54 0 
23 23 46 l9 l4 33 2 8 lO 89 
5l:68 37.07 ll.23 
3l 28 59 9 l9 28 l 0 l 88 
67;54 3l.8l l.l3 
34 28 62 9 l5 24 l 2 3 89 
69:65 26.96 3.37 
35 30 65 6 l5 2l 0 2 2 88 
73:56 23.86 2.27 
32 30 62 l2 l4 26 0 l l 89 
69:05 29.20 l.l2 
40 35 75 4 8 l2 0 l l 88 
85:"23 l3.64 l;.l3 
36 27 63 5 l5 20 l 3 4 87 
72:4i 22.98 4.59 
36 35 7l 4 9 l3 l 2 3 87 
8l:60 1.4.94 3-44 
l9 l8 37 l9 20 39 5 6 ll 87 
42e52 44~2 l2.64 
34 35 69 9 8 l7 0 2 2 88 
78.40 l9.3l .2.27 
20 l5 35 2l 23 44 3 7 lO 89 
39.3l 49:43 ll.23 
lB 7 25 l4 l9 33 9 2l 30 88 
28.4l 37:50 34.09 
II 
103 
LITERARY TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal TAL 
nonsense 30 23 53 8 18 26 6 4 10 89 
59"34 29.20 ll.23 
e *onomatopoeia 24 19 43 15 20 35 2 8 10 88 
48:-87 39.77 11.36 
**paradox 21 16 37 17 27 44 6 2 8 89 
41.56 49-:-43 8.98 
*pathos 31 22 53 9 23 32 l 2 3 88 
60:23 36 .. 36 3.40 
*personification 38 32 70 6 12 18 0 l l 89 
78:61~ 20.22 1.12 
*Phrase 33 34 67 6 13 19 2 0 2 88 
76.1:4 21.58 2.27 
propaganda 34 32 66 8 ll 19 2 2 4 89 
. 74.15 21.34 4-49 
-',~provincialism 21 10 31 17 31 48 3 6 9 88 
35.23 54"34. 10.22 
pun 27 24 51 15 18 33 2 .3 5 89 
57:3"0 37.07' 5.61 
rant 10 8 18 21 27 48 10 12 22 88 
20.45 . 5404. 25.00 
*redundancy 20 19 39 17 16 33 7 10 17 89 
43:13"2 37.07. 19.09 
II *repetition 36 33 69 5 13 18 0 l l 88 78-:Ij:O 20.45 1.13 
*simile 37 37 74 7 5 l2 0 3 3 89 
83-:I'3 13.48. 3.37 
*slang 34 40 74 3 7 10 4 0 4 88 
84:09 ll.36. 4.54 
suggestion 28 25 53 15 16 31 l 4 5 89 
59:54 34.82 5.61 
~ ;··-::=·~-:-,:-."":-~~<n!'·.'- •. ~;" ' .. : -.~; • .. ,,·~: ·--- .•. ::'',·. ·::-.~j:·~·-.:...-:::nn~·""".".l''l'~ ~ ·~· ,. :;~··-:-:.;~· ......... -.-~·- .... ---~ ........ :~·_ ... -·~-7;~:'"'~- ··~:~~·~~-~ 
104 
Ill ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNJMPORTANT 
LIFY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
*~ymbolism 28 28 56 12 16 28 1 3 4 88 
1,; 
63.63 31.81 4.54 
r 
'-' 38 38 76 6 5 11 0 1 1 88 *ronym II 86.37 12.50 
Lversal truth 
1.13 
29 30 59 9 17 26 3 0 3 88 
II 
67.04 29.55 3.40 
17 21 38 22 19 41 5 5 89 ~rernacular 10 
42.68 46.06 11.23 
"* 
vocabulary 40 45 85 1 2 3 0 0 0 88 
96.49 3.40 0 
*"* ivu.J.garism 13 19 32 26 19. 45 5 7 12 89 35~94 5o.5b 13.48 
-*!wit 38 40 78 2 6 8 1 0 1 87 
89.b5 9.19 1.14 
word picture 34 34 68 9 10 19 1 1 2 89 
76.39 21.34 2.24 
we RDS ABOUT BOOKS AND THEIR PUBLICATION 
-l<abridged 40 44 84 l 8 4 0 0 0 88 
95.B 4.54 0 
[tho logy . 38 31 §.2. 6 14 20 0 0 0 89 
77.52 22.46 0 
40 41 81 4 4 8 0 0 0 89 , appendix 
'! 91.01 8.98 0 
best seller 38 41 79 2 6 8 l 0 1 88 
89.76 9.09 1.13 
_., bibliography 41 38 79 3 7 10 0 0 0 89 
88.76 11 .. 23' 0 
book 38 45 83 l 2 3 1 0 1 87 
95.40 3.44 1.14 
bookseller 31 27 58 8 15 23 5 3 8 89 
-6t:;.Ib 25.83 8.98 
'~- ..,,. ~·. " .. 'i 
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irTERARY TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Ill Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
chapter 39 45 84 l 2 3 l 0 l 88 
95":45 3.40 1.13 
-
circulation 34 28 62 6 15 21 4 2 6 89 
69.65 23.59 6.74 
collection 37 40 77 4 7 ll 0 0 0 88 
87-:51 12.50 0 
~f*connnen tary 18 21 39 22 23 45 4 1 5 89 
43.82 50:" 56 5.61 
compilation 21 23 44 18 22 40 2 2 4 88 5o.oo 45.45 4.54 
,, 
I 
;*context 33 30 63 9 13 22 2 2 4 89 
70:?8 24.71 4.49 
:copyright 38 41 79 3 5 8 0 l l 88 
II dedication 
897{6 9.09 1.13 
25 20 45 13 19 32 6 6 12 89 
5o:S6 35.94 . 13.48 
*dictionary 40 47 87 0 0 0 l 0 1 88 
98:-8"6 0 1.13 
~!-document 30 24 54 ll 18 29 3 3 6 89 
60-:67 32.57 6.74 
-l~edition 38 44 82 3 3 6 0 0 0 88 
93-;!7 6.82 0 
*encyclopedia 42 4l 83 2 4 6 0 0 0 89 
90.Z5 6.74 0 
II end-sheet 2 6 8 19 23 42 20 18 38 88 9.09 47:"73 43.17 
excerpt 37 31 68 6 10 16 1 4 5 89 
·e 70.39 17.97 5.61 
*extract 25 20 45 14 24 38 2 " 3 5 88 
51."13 43.17 5.68 
fragment 26 25 51 15 18 3;3 3 2 5 89 
.57."30 37.07 5.61 
installment 
II introduction 
il (library 
; 
II 
!lLi terary agent 
II . 
II 
agaz~ne 
*~anuscript 
I illuminated MS. I . 
*masterpiece 
)~sage 
*:r;:eriodical 
*PP='eface 
II Plr.-ess 
'I 
'I 
,! 
I 
p''inter 
Joduct 
II p oem 
ll 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
30 36 96. 8 10 18 3 
7~0 20~45 
42 40 82 2 4 6 0 
92.13 6.74 
l 4 88 
4-54 
l l 89 
l.l2 
39 46 85 l l 2 l 0 l 88 
96:4"9 2'.2·7 l.l3 
ll 6 17 17 26 43 16 13 29 89 
19.09 48.31 32.57 
38 45 83 2 2 4 l 0 l 88 
94.31 4-54 1.13 
33 32 65 8 ll 19 3 2 5 89 
73:02 2L34 5.61 
10 3 13 19 31 5o 12 13 25 88 
l4. 77 56:-ITl 28.41 
35 34 69 6 9 15 3 2 5 89 
77~2 16.85 5.61 
34 4l 75 5 6 ll 2 0 2 88 
8~3 12.50 2.27 
40 40 80 4 
897ff8 
38 41 79 3 
89:76 
36 35 71..:. 6 
79776 
5 9 0 
lO.ll 
5 8 0 
9.09 
9 15 2 
16.85 
32 42 74 6 4 10 3 
84.09 ll.36 
27 26 53 12 16 28 4 
60:23 31.81 
0 0 89 
0 
l l 88 
l.l3 
l 3 8~ 
3-37 
l 4 88 
4-54 
3 7 88 
7.95 
5 3 8 18 23 . 4l 18 21 39 88 
9.09 46:59 44.31 
10l 
Ill! 
II 107 
I' I 
Ill . ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
111 - Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal TAL 
Jprospectus l3 7 20 ·.· 20 26 46 ll ll 22 88 
22.72 52.27 25.00 
~ publication 36 43 79 5 4 9 0 0 0 88 
89--:76 l0.22 0 
publish 39 33 72 3 ll l4 2 l 3 89 
80:ff9 l5.72 3.37 
i! I quarterly 29 33 62 lO l2 22 2 2 4 88 
!, 70:45 25.00 4.54 I 
I quotation 4l 38 79 .2 6 8 l l 2 89 
88:76 8.98 2.24 
II 
,,recital 25 2l 46 ll l9 30 5 7 l2 88 
! 52-:.27 34.09 l3.64 
teference 42 40 82 l 4 '5 l l 2 89 
I 92:13 5.6l 2.24 
. 
8 8 l6 fevision 32 39 7l l 0 l 88 
80.68 l8.l8 . l.l3 
selection 42 37 79 l 7 8 l l 2 89 
88--;"[6 8.98 2.24 
specimen 28 26 54 9 l8 27 4 3 7 88 
6l:3"7 30.67 7•95 
serial 38 3l 69 5 l4 l9 l 0 l 89 
7732 2l.34 l.l2 
series 20 36 65 6 lO l6 5 l 6 87 c-L 
'c 74:'71 l8.39 6.89 
'"· •' 
title-page 35 35 70 7 9 l6 2 l 3 89 
78:64 l7.97 3.37 
e tome l2 7 l9 l3 20 33 l3 l8 31 83 
22.68 39-:75 37.34 
translation 36 34 70 6 8 l4 2 3 5 89 
78:64 l5.72 5.6l 
I 
I 
I 108 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
L . TERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
II Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
trilogy 13 13 26 17 26 43 8 8 16 85 
I 30.58 5o:S8 18.82 
e typesetting 16 11 27 16 28 44 12 6 18 89 
30.33 49:43 20.22 
version 32 32 64 6 15 21 1 0 1 86 
74:41 24.41 1.16 
~volume 39 31 70 4 10 14 1 3 4 88 i 79"'04 15.90 4.54 I 
I 
! 
work 32 36 68 4 10 14 2 0 2 84 
80:95 16.66 2.38 
Wi !·RDS DESCRIBING WRITING 
I 
I 
'-affected 32 23 55 12 i9 31 0 3 3 89 
61.79 34.82 3-37 
ambiguous 31 33 64 8 12 20 2 2 4 88 
72:'72 22.72 4.54 
artistic 36 30 66 5 13 18 3 2 5 89 
74.15 20.22 5.61 
authentic 36 37 73 5 10 15 0 0 0 88 
82:95 17.04 0 
blood and thunder 25 19 44 15 17 32 4 9 13 89 
49:43 35.94 14.60 
I 
I 
coherent 40 40 80 0 6 6 0 0 0 86 
I 93:02 6.97 0 •I 
.; 
•I 
colorful 34 32 66 7 11 18 2 2 4 88 
75-;GO 20.45 4.54 
comic 33 38 71 4 7 11 1 0 l 83 
e 85:54 13.25 1.20 
concise 37 36. 73 6 8 14 1 l 2 89 
I 
82.01 15.72 2.24 
concrete 31 39 70 7 8 15 0 0 ,Q 85 
i 82:35 17.64 0 
I II 
II I; ' . 
109 
L1TERARY TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Ill - Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
conventional 33 29 62 10 1.5 2.5 l l 2 89 
69:65 28.08 2.24 
e ~creative 35 40 7.5 6 7 13 0 0 0 88 
85:23 14.77 0 
critical 35 31 66 9 13 22 0 l l 89 
74.:15 24.71 1.12 
courtly· ll 9 20 18 26 44 12 12 24 88 
22.72 5o.oo 27.27 
*Crude 35 29 64 9 12 21 0 4 4 89 
II *Cyrrical 
71:9"0 23.59 4.49 
25 28 53 13 18 31 3 l 4 88 
60723 3.5. 23 4.54 
declamatory 15 13 28 20 22 42 9 10 19 89 
31.45 47.19 21.34 
**didactic l4 14 28 19 30 49 8 3 ll 88 
31.81 55:68 12.50 
domestic 19 19 38 17 18 35 8 8 16 89 
42:68 39.31 17.97 
dramatic 40 36 76 3 9 12 l 0 l 89 
85:3'8 13.48 1.12 
*l~dro1l 16 1.5 31 19 29 48 6 3 ,9 88 
3.5.23 5404 10.22 
elevated 18 16 34 19 27 46 4 4 8 88 
38.63 .52-:27 9.09 
~~loquent 35 30 6.5 8 13 21 l 2 3 89 
73:02 23 • .59 3.37 
--
*e~otional 33 3.5 68 8 12 20 0 0 0 88 
77-:28 22.72 0 
*ethical 25 25 5o 16 l4 30 3 6 9 89 
5b.I7 33.70 10.11 
~I : ! I . ' 
ilO 
I/ 
hRARY TERMS ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT LI Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-I Mass.u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
:I 
*~antastic 30 32 62 9 l4 23 2 l 3 88 !! 70:-4"5 26.l3 3.40 !/ e .t t•t• 40 38 J:8 4 6 lO 0 l l 89 *fC ~ 10US 87:04 ll.23 l.l2 
35 67 ~ !Pigura ti ve 32 9 ll 20 0 l l 88 
I 76:14 22.72 l.l3 35 28 63 8 l4 4 89 ~if'lowery 22 l 3 
I 70.78 24.7l 4.49 32 65 l5 88 -)1\tluent 33 7 22 l 0 l 
II 
73:86 25.00 l.l3 
35 34 69 9 9 l8 0 2 2 89 ~:forceful 
.Luine · 77-:52 20.22 2.24 34 4l 75 5 6 ll 2 0 2 88 
'ltiUc 8.5.23 l2.5o 2. 2.7 4 7 ll l8 l9 37 22 l9 4l 89 
I l2.35 4l.56 4b.o6 I 
graphic 28 27 55 ll l8 29 2 2 4 88 
62:Sl 32.95 4.54 
I* grotesque l4 l5 29 22 2l 43 8 9 l7 89 
32.57 48-:Jl l9.09 
1
hackneyed 29 27 56 lO l9 29 2 l 3 88 
63:03 32.95 3.40 
1 harmonious 26 23 49 l5 l5 30 3 5 8 87 
56:-Jt 34.48 9.l9 
heroic 2l l7 38 l6 27 43 4 3 7 88 
43.l7 48:13"7 7.95 
e high l4 ll 25 l5 22 37 l4 ll 25 87 
28.73 42-:52 28.73 
I~ !*highflown l4 20 34 l7 24 4l lO 3 l3 88 
38.63 4639 J.4.77 
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'Lr= TERMS ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-Hass U.S. tal gass U.S. tal Hass U.S. tal TAL 
p.umorous 42 39 81 2 5 7 0 1 1 89 
91.01 7.86 1.12 
-
!idealistic 33 33 66 5 12 17 3 2 5 88 
75.00 19.31 5.68 
imaginative 40 40 80 4 3 7 0 1 1 88 
I 
'il 
90.90 7.95 1.13 
insipid 21 19 4Q 17 21 38 3 7 10 88 
45.45 43.17 11.36 
inspired 33 28 61 9 16 25 2 1 3 89 
68:53 28.08 3.37 
journalistic 33 37 70 7 9 16 1 1 2 88 
79.54 18.18 2.27 
iJ_iteral 33 34 67 9 8 17 2 3 5 89 
75.27 19.09 5.61 
literary 37 41 78 3 6 9 1 0 1 88 
88:62 10.22 1.13 
love 34 30 .§4 7 11 18 2 4 6 88 
72.72 20.45 6.82 
low 27 25 52 10 18 28 4 4 8 88 
59.09 31.81 9.09 
!melancholy 34 30 g 8 13 21 2 2 4 89 
71.90 23.59 4.49 
melodious 32 29 61 9 18 27 0 0 0 88 
69.31 30.67 0 
mock-heroic 9 12 21 22 22 ~ 13 11 24 89 23 .• 59 4 .43 26.96 
-
monotonous 33 33 66 8 13 21 0 1 1 88 
75.00 23.86 1.13 
moral 36 33 69 7 11 18 1 1 2 89 
77.52 20.22 2.24 
I 
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I 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT 
I ITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Hass U.S. tal Nass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal T.AL 
*morbid 28 23 51 13 22 35 0 2 2 88 
57.95 39.77 2.27 
-: mystery 37 32 69 7 11 18 0 1 1 88 
78.40 20.45 1.13 
mystic :~BO 21 ~ 17 20 37 4 6 10 88 
46 .. 59 41.05 11.36 
national 36 29 65 7 12 19 1 4 5 89 
II 
73 .. 02 21.34 5.61 
nature 32 32 g 8 14 22 1 1 2 88 
I 
72.72 25.00 2.27 
*obsolete 35 33 68 6 11 17 3 1 4 89 
76-:39 19.09 4.49 
*original 37 42 79 4 5 9 0 0 0 88 
89.76 10.22 0 
-!<*ornate 21 17 38 19 24 42. 4 4 8 89 
42.68 48.3·1 8.98 
il*pedantic 18 9 27 19 29 ~ 4 9 13 88 
30.67 54.54 14.77 
*picturesque 33 26 59 11 17 28 0 l l 88 
67.04 31.81 l.l3 
*poignant 19 14 33 22 26 ~ 0 7 7 88 
37.50 54.54 7.95 
*polished 32 25 57 10 18 28 2 2 4 89 
64.04 31.45 4.49 
~ *ponderous ·20 14 34 17 26 43 4 7 ll 88 
38.63 48.87 12.50 
-
*prosaic 27 21 {& 13 17 30 4 7 ll 89 
53.93 33.70 12.35 
pseudo-classical 8 5 13 18 24 ~ 15 18 33 88 
14.77 47.73 37.50 
II 
I 
.I 
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I ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT LITERARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO'-
,,, Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
I psychological 26 28 24 17 16 33 1 1 2 89 
60.67 37.07 2.24 
-
11racial 27 33 60 9 13 22 5 1 6 88 
68.18 25.00 6.82 
*realistic 39 39 78 5 6 11 0 0 0 89 
87-:64 12.35 0 
reflective 27 34 61 13 10 23 1 3 4 88 
69.31 26.13 4.54 
religious 36 39 75 7 6 13 1 0 1 89 
84.26 14.60 1.12 
*rhetorical 19 17 36 21 24 ~ 1 6 7 88 
40.91 51.13 7.95 
romantic 36 39 75 8 6 14 0 0 0 89 
84.26 15.72 0 
**rustic 18 20 38 19 23 42 4 4 8 88 
43.17 47.73 9.09 
*sarcastic 36 33 69 7 11 18 1 1 2 89 
77.52 20.22 2.24 
satiric 33 30 63 7 16 23 1 1 2 88 
71.59 26.13 2.27 
*scholarly 32 33 65 10 11 21 2 1 3 89 
I 
73.02 23.59 3.37 
I 
*sensational 33 32 65 7 14 21 1 1 2 88 
73.86 23.86 2.27 
*sensitive 29 29 58 14 12 26 .1 4 5 89 
65.16 29.20 5.61 
e *sentimental 36 33 69 5 13 18 0 1 1 88 
78.40 20.45 1.13 
**sonorous 10 13 23 . 27 24 51 7 8 15 89 
25.83 57.30 16.85 
I II I I 
II 114 I /j 
,., ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNllviPORTANT L~FRARY TERMS Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
II Mass u~s. tal Mass U~S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
spiritual 34 35 69 7 11 18 0 1 1 88 
78.40 20.45 1.13 
fl 
1 
stereot-,;ped 20 21 41 19 17 36 5 7 12 89 
46.06 40.44 13.48 
stilted 29 31 60 8 12 20 4 4 8 88 
II 68J8 22;;72 9.09 
II 60 ,stirring 31 29 10 14 21~ 3 2 5 89 
111 
67.41 26.96 5.61 
sublime 19 19 38 16 21 37 6 7 13 88 
43.17 41.05 14.77 
:I 
;subtle 26 30 56 15 12 27 3 3 6 89 
62.91 30.33 6.74 
~superficial 28 27 55 11 18 29 2 2 4 88 
62:51 32.95 4.54 
8 8 16 13 21 34 23 16 39 89 
17.97 38.19 43.82 
tedious 29 34 63 10 10 20 2 3 5 88 
7139 22.72 5.68 
terse 22 22 M 13 17 30 9 6 15 89 
49.43 33.70 16.85 
theatrical 25 34 59 12 9 21 4 4 8 88 
I I 67.04 23 .. 86 9.09 
I '·*tragic 37 36 73 5 8 13 2 1 3 89 
II 82.01 14.60 3.37 
tribal 11 9 20 15 24 39 15 14 29 88 
22.72 44.31 32.95 
e *trite 35 36 71 7 8 15 2 1 3 89 
79.76 16.85 3.37 
I *verbose 18 15 33 22 23 42 l 9 10 88 
37.50 51.13 11.36 
It ~ I 
) ersatile 
* vigorous 
., ivid 
-lifoluminous 
!I 
3[whilllsical 
i~holesome 
i 
i 
I 
~rordy 
I 
author 1 s purpose 
1:! 
ibrevity 
clarity 
diction 
jeffect 
elements 
emotion 
*fanaticism 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTlL~T 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Nass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
31 24 55 ll 18 29 2 
61~9 32.57 
31 34 65 8 12 20 2 
73.86 22.72 
37 3 5 72 6 10 16 l 
80.89 17.97 
21 19 4Q 17 21 38 3 
45.45 43.17 
30 21 51 9 18 27 5 
57.95 30.67 
34 
35 
35 69 
78.,40 
27 62 
75-::60 
5 
3 
39 4l 80 l 
93.02 
40 37 77 3 
86"30 
10 15 2 
17.04 
14 17 2 
2l.82 
5 6 0 
6.97 
7 10 l 
ll.23 
37 36 73 
82:95 
4 ll 15 0 
17.04 
31 36 .67 ll 
76.14 
39 4l 80 2 
90.90 
9 20 l 
22.72 
6 8 0 
9.09 
27 25 52 16 12 28 l 
58.42 31.45 
34 39 83 6 
94.31 
8 14 l 
15.90 
3 5 89 
5.61 
l 3 88 
3.40 
0 l 89 
l.l2 
7 10 88 
ll.36 
5 10 88 
ll.36 
2 4 88 
4.54 
l 3 82 
3.65 
0 0 86 
0 
l 2 89 
2.24 
0 0 
0 
88 
0 l 88 
1.13 
0 0 88 
0 
8 9 89 
10.11 
0 l 88 
1.13 
14 14 28 21 21 ~ 9 10 19 89 
31.45 47.19 21.34 
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L+RARY TERMS 
ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UN'"IMPORTANT 
Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-
Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass U.S. tal TAL 
II' I' 27 2lr 88 rancy 27 1.3 17 .30 1 3 4 
61.37 34.09 4.54 
fl Lee .37 .36 7.3 6 7 1.3 1 2 3 89 
82.01 14.60 3.37 
'f'orm 
.34 .34 68 5 11 16 2 2 4 88 
77:28 18.18 4.54 
.genius .34 28 62 6 12 18 4 5 9 89 
I 69-:65 20.22 10.11 
1
ingenuity .30 2.3 53 10 2.3 .33 1 1 2 88 
60.2.3 .37.50 2.27 
insight .36 .32 68 6 12 18 2 1 .3 89 
7639 20.22 .3.37 
~integrity 20 25 ~ 17 21 .38 3 1 4 87 ! 51.72 4.3. 67 4.59 
intensity .31 24 55 9 16 25 4 5 9 89 
61.79 28.08 10.11 
*,~intuition 11 15 26 27 .32 59 2 0 2 87 
I. 29.88 67.81 2.29 
message .35 .36 71 6 8 14 3 1 4 89 
79.76 15.72 4.49 
I point of view· .37 42 79 .3 5 8 0 0 0 87 
90.80 9.19 0 
!*power .37 28 65 5 14 19 2 3 5 89 
7.3.02 21..34 5.61 
quality .35 .39 7.4 4 8 12 1 0 1 . 87 
85.05 13.79 1.14 
-
restraint .31 27 58 10 15 25 3 3 6 89 
65.16 28.08 6.74 
*sincerity .38 4.3 81 2 4 6 0 0 0 87 
93.10 6.89 0 
!!' 
~ H ' ' 
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H~RARY TERMS ESSENTIAL DESIRABLE UNIMPORTANT Rest To- Rest To- Rest To- TO-Mass u.s. tal Mass U.S. tal Mass u.s .. tal TAL 
!l 
~tructure 36 33 69 8 9 17 0 3 3 89 ! 77.52 19.09 3.37 li 
-
' 
Tyle 38 39 77 2 8 10 0 0 0 87 88:50 11.49 0 
34 32 66 8 89 ~ ttalent 11 19 2 2 4 
74.15 21.34 4.49 
rste 29 36 65 10 11 21 l 0 l 87 74.71 24.13 l.l4 
. echnique 37 33 70 6 8 14 l 4 5 89 
78:64 15.72 5.61 
rreatment 25 34 59 15 13 28 0 0 0 87 
67.81 32.18 0 
type 38 35 73 5 9 14 1 1 2 89 
' 
82.01 15.72 2.24 
T]tal Terms 
~Evaluated in 501 179 26 
Each Category 
rttal Terms in /.All Categories 706 
I 
I 
e. 
I 
1:1 
CHAPTER FIVE 
STIMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND NEED FOR FURTHER STUDY 
E~~e purpose of the investigation is to evaluate expressions used 
ln the teaching of literature in Grades Nine through Twelve. 
I 
Since no list of these literary terms was available, one was built 
pased on an examination of' explanatory material in seven recent anthol-
pgies of literature prepared for Grade Twelve. The resulting vocabu-
ary contains 706 words and phrases divided into eleven fields. 
Copies of Form A or Form B of the questionnaire were sent to 447 
~nglish teachers, 189 teaching outside Massachusetts and 258 teaching 
~ that state. Each form contains approximately one-half the total 
'[ist. The recipients were asked to evaluate each term as "essential, n 
11 desirable, 11 or "unimportant" to the literary vocabulary of the pupil 
of average intelligence if he is to understand and appreciate litera-
l :ture. 
A total of 177 usable replies were returned. Tabulation of the 
e evaluations revealed 501 essential terms, 179 desirable terms, and 
26 unimportant terms. 
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q:onc lus ions 
Analysis of the evaluations reveals that the majority of English 
·eachers responding consider most terms essential. Massachusetts 
I 
1
eachers are apparently more conservative than others and tend to rate 
more terms ttessential11 than do other teachers. Participants in this 
~vestigatia.n fo~md 198 more essential terms than are listed in a 
I 
previous study made by Cole.l 
In Chapter Two Cole was quoted.as believing that the terms in a 
technical vocabulary represent basic ideas, the mastery of which is 
necessary to understand subject matter. In terms of this opinion, 
the present survey results shcwr 501 essential ideas which the pupil 
must lmow to understand high-school literature. If these results 
reflect actual teaching practice, a great deal of attention is being 
given to building a literary vocabulary. It seems safe to conclude 
also that there must follow a corresponding lack of attention and 
time to reading itself. Nowhere in the literature on the teaching of · 
literature in high school did the writer find any support for such 
a practice. 
Table rv2 shcrws almost equal votes for essential and desirable 
terms occur only in .:the fields of poetry and drama. From this one 
may infer that these fields actually do contain a large number of 
expressions which need to be taught to the high-school pupil of 
1. L. Cole. The Teacher1 s Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. 
Bloomington, Illinois: Public School Publishing Company, 1940. 
2. Cf. Table IV, Chapter Four, and related discussion on following 
page. 
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average intelligence. On the other hand, one may also in~er that 
~eachers neglect poetry and drama. If this be true, the respondents 
are not consistent in their practices.l 
Chapter One reported current teaching theories o~ leaders in the 
field o~ literature. They state that the ain1 in teaching high-school I 
literature is to produce a more truly mature adult. The high number 
p~ essential terms found in this survey indicates that teachers res-
1konding do not agree with the experts. It is further evident that 
!i 
ft;here is a wide gap between theory and practice in the teaching o~ 
literature. It is concluded that English teachers, as sampled here, 
regard the study o~ literature as concerned with literary techniques 
~d devices rather than with the experiential development of the 
[lupils • 
. ~eed for Further Study 
I Since the vocabulary presented in this report has received only 
rne type of judglrent, it seems important that further investigation 
pe made. Specifically, the following suggestions are offered: 
1. Judgment of the results of the study by a panel of experts. 
~ong others this panel might include high-school English teaohers 
' 
ated nsuperiorn by their supervisors_, professors from school of 
tducation who offer courses in the improvement of instruction in 
secondary-school English, and authors of textbooks in the same field. 
I This process would serve as a further criterion and would probably 
I 
tesult in a reduction of the "essential" list of terms. 
:t. It is }J_eYond the sci?ie±£f thi.~--¥~~t to concJude that a declsll ~~~ .uo 0 ,1.ovv .l:'Oov_. .J =J.U. U...La jUS'"t'":t:t 8: • 
I II II 
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2. A word count of the technical vocabulary used in newspapers 
and magazines in their literary, theatrical, and feature sections. 
This might indicate the usefulness of the terms in adult life. 
3. An extension of the present survey. A greater number of re-
spondents might change the results obtained thus far. Perhaps the 
total list should be split into four lists, instead of two, to obtain 
greater respa.nses. Thought might well be given to possibilities of 
requesting cooperation of teachers considered superior by their su-
pervisors. Another group of participants might consist of those 
teachers who have contributed articles to professional magazines for 
English teachers during the last five or ten years. 
4. A frequency count of these ·berms in the anthologies from 
which they were obtained. This would reveal the opinions of the 
authors and presumably the teachers for whom they write. 
5. Breakdown of the vocabulary into grade levels for each of 
the four years of high school and for the various curricula. It see~ 
evident that an 11 essential11 word needs to be further defined as 
nessentialtt for pupils of particular grades and particular courses. 
6. Survey of educated adults. It would be informative to 
know the opinions of adults regarding the function of the literary 
expressions in their lives. Groups from various social or profession~ 
al levels might be requested to participate. The questionnaire of 
the present survey could be adapted for this purpose. 
121 
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APPENDIX 
I 
I 
EXHIBIT A 
' 
~i..N ~V._LU.\.TIO!if OF LITER.i.RY TERi:S TO DETER:.IINE 
EJPORT.lHCE IN PUPIL VOC~\BULARY 
II 
PLEASE i\ENTER FOLLGriiNG INFOffiLlTION' 
NnD.e 
Nane of CiChOOl 
Schoolli ~lddress Town State 
Underl ne col- I Liberal Arts Teachers C.Jllege · School of Education 
le""e au tended Other (specify) 
•.) 
Underl ne graduate I Liberal Arts Te.:tci1ers Collese School. of Eduon.tion 
school attended _ Other (specify) 
B.A. B.S. in Ed. • ••••••• (date) Underlr •••••••\datet de'Tee · B.S. ........ (date) Other bachelor degrees (specify) ••••••••••• (date) 
. ~ I F \. •••••••• ~date) H.Ed ••••••••••• \date) 11. s . ••• ~ •••••• (.date) 
Yoars of stud beyond IIaster 1 s dec;ree 
Enter ~umber v.r years of Grade 9 Grade 11 
teachi¥,g EnGlish in each Grade io Grade l't"--' 
Enter )~'11 subjects you Grat!.e 9 
novJ te,ch in each (con- Grade 10 
aider ~eparate claaaea Grade ll 
in lit'rature and con- Grade 12 
posi ti :n as 11English11 ) F.it;her Cspecify) 
11 DIRECTIONS: Please check (,~) the column Tlhich JlOSt correctly indicates 
of your e~aluation of the importance each literary term in pupil vocabulary. 
?lease 111base your judgments on clo.ssroon experience with pupils of avero.t;e in-!::olli-
~ence. Definitions of the three opinions follo·w: 
ESS NTIAL - The te!'m is absolutely essential to the vocabulary of the pupil of 
,1 o.ver t;e intelli""enoe if he is to understo.nt and appreob.te litera-~ 
' b ' ~ <-
I ture. 
I '~-
DES rR~\.BLE - The term is a desirable part of the vocabulary of the pupii of 
average intelliGence. It contributes to the knowledr;e and 
appreciation of literature but it is not essential. 
UNII ~ORT.\.NT - The term is unimportant. to the literary vocabulary of the hig;h-school pupil of a ve:ra;-:e intelligence. 
II 
Lit~rary Essen- Desir- Unin- Esson- Desir- Unim-Terms tial able por- Literary Terms tiul able por-
I tant tant 
YPES PF PROSE TYPES OF'PROSE JContinued) 
abstract eulocy I 
-adagp fable 
alle r-ory foH~l:::>re 
-~ 
n.nec ~6te history 
arti ple journal 
biography letter 
crit~cis:r.i. memoirs 
desc;:ription narration 
diatribe newsp3.per 
editprial nol:·el 
essay ad-v-enture novel 
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Name 
School 
Schoo,. Address Tovm State 
Under~ine · · · I Liberal· A rts· Teachers College School of· Education 
co~~eHe at~~ed .·Other· (s~cify) ·-·--·--- . ----·-
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EXHIBIT C 
Dear Felloy; Teacher: 
Athol IIiGh School 
Athol, lvia.ssnchusetts 
t1Tnrch 6, 1950 
·:v-ould you be ~~~· ~~o'Ut;fl to ~d me in u study related 
to the improvement of- in,str~otion 5:n English'? I am asking you 
and other experienced teaohe:r~ .of Enzlish to rat6 terms used in 
the study of literatl;l:'l1~ ii;.IJ, otu' l-4e;,l1 $0hG?Ols, This sun~ey iy- · 
p8.rt of u study I am. nakinr, to dEitermihe v:hich terms shou~d 
receive major teaching emphasis. 
I sincerely hope this request vTill not inconvenience 
you too much. A preliminary survey indicates the questionnaire 
requires only a mininum of Ylritinr: and no more than twenty 
minutes of your time. 
Your opinion is important to English teachersj other.-
wise l wou.ld not ask you. to add to your present professional 
load. I greatly appreciate your contribution to this research 
and, if you wish, will be happy to send you a. copy of the 
results. 
BHK:IAP 
Enclosures 
·Que stio11..naire 
Addressed envelope 
Yours very truly, 
Berr...ard H. Kinsel.la 
.. 
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